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Introduction 

 

 The past 18 months have been an extraordinarily productive period for NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS.  This report summarizes actions taken by the organization over this period of 
time, details some of the various benefits which have resulted from our work in West 
Humboldt Park, and suggests ways and means forward in 2016 by which we can keep and 
build upon progress made in 2015. 

 The purpose of this report and supporting documentation is to serve, in modified 
form, as the foundation of a grant proposal which will permit Nobel Neighbors to continue to 
serve its members in exemplary fashion.   

  

I    What We Have Done 

   Nobel Neighbors has had its greatest impact in two areas in 2015:  in maintaining and 
rebuilding the Potomac Gardens, and by preserving and improving security for the 
neighborhood in the context of an exceptionally violent year by holding vigils in response to 
violence and criminal activity here, within a few block radius of the gardens.  In 2015, a dozen 
Nobel Neighbors sponsored events have been held in the Potomac Gardens; in this same time 
period, two dozen Nobel Neighbors sponsored vigils have been held in the general vicinity of 
the gardens. 

 As regards the vigils specifically, benefits have accrued (to both neighborhood and 
organization, for different reasons) in significant measure due to the sheer number and the 
extended duration of the protests.  A gradual realization of this fact led us over time to 
consciously plan to hold vigils the last three weeks of every month, with the focus of the 
particular series of vigils, and its location, dictated by the circumstances of the moment.  We 
have also made a point of sending a representative to the monthly CAPS meetings of Beats 
1111 and 2534 on a consistent basis, of deliberately holding actions north and south of 
Division so as to involve both police districts, and of working more closely and in more 
coordinated fashion with the CPD, promoting and participating in CPD sponsored outreach 
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events, such as the Block Club Training conducted by 25th District Organizer Maria Chavero  
and held May 9 at the 25th District Headquarters.   

 A  Actions 

 Garden activities have been relatively evenly spaced.  Nobel Neighbors volunteers 
work here mowing the grass and weeding every two weeks, watering flowers, and in 
coordination with NEIGHBORSPACE, which owns the land, trimming bushes and trees, 
repairing fences and the like.  As detailed in our year-end letter attached, activities of many 
kinds are scheduled here, from ‘Meet and Greet’ potlucks to Christmas caroling and a 
Halloween party for neighborhood children. 

 The vigils against violence have been staged in eight different locations in West 
Humboldt Park, often (though not invariably) in response to a specific criminal problem or 
event, such as the sale of heroin at Crystal and Kildare or the murder of Rolando Leon at the 
corner of Springfield and Grand.  Drawing on leadership from a variety of authorities and 
organizations, most prominently the CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT (CPD), PARENTS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE (PPJ), and local churches (see attached church letters), NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS has organized weekly vigils, most commonly for a duration of three weeks, on 
consecutive Tuesday evenings. 

   As described in the attached narrative in the supporting documents, NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS has promoted these vigils through distribution of flyers in the neighborhood (see 
supporting documents), and through outreach to elected representatives such as the 37th 
WARD ALDERMAN EMMA MITTS and partner organizations such as the CRYSTAL STREET 
BLOCK CLUB.  We have publicized both vigils and garden events on social media including a 
Facebook page, podcasts.  We have also made a conscious effort to cultifvate independent 
media outlet journalists such as Darryl Holliday, of DNA.info, Ben Joravsky, Staff Writer at The 
Chicago Reader, and Andy Willis, an artist for The People’s Tribune, sending them flyers and 
keeping them updated on a continuing basis.  

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS has held no fewer than 35 public events in 2015, the greatest 
concentration of them between April and October.  The reason for this uneven distribution is 
simple enough:  violence surges in warm weather, and 2015 was very violent.  Between April 
1 and October 31 of 2015, NOBEL NEIGHBORS (vigils and formal garden events combined) 
sponsored 3 to 4 events every month, on average. 

  Attendance at these events has varied from less than ten people to more than two 
hundred on one occasion.  At most of the vigils, one or more representative of the CPD was 
present to provide security, and all started and closed with a prayer offered by one or 
another of those present.  Garden events usually included a meal, or refreshment of some 
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kind after the completion of the work activity.  Vigil participants typically joined hands in 
prayer, then introduced themselves one by one, interrupted periodically by songs or 
testimonials or, on one occasion (October 13, at Crystal and Keeler) by nearby gunfire. 

 

 B  Benefits to West Humboldt Park 

 There have been three primary benefits to our neighborhood from the numerous 
public actions by NOBEL NEIGHBORS and its numerous partners over the past year and a half. 

 

     1  Leverage (of resources internal and external to the neighborhood) 

    First, the semi-permanent nature of the actions has facilitated the participation of 
other groups.  The vigils and the garden events have proven a simple and effective means for 
these other groups by which to amplify the beneficial impact of their own efforts, be it 
expanding the frequency and the volume of use of public green areas in the case of 
NEIGHBORSPACE, or in reaching those impacted by violence with all deliberate speed, at the 
most propitious place and moment, in the case of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE. 

     2  Structure and Strategy (collective, public, repetitive action)  

    Second, by confining ourselves to an organizational role, primarily, NOBEL NEIGHBORS 
has encouraged and in many cases succeeded in allowing many different groups and 
organizations to step into a genuine leadership role in addressing a given problem, in 
providing a solution, and thereby claim legitimate credit for a certain action.  For their action. 

     (This is a key point.  The success of NOBEL NEIGHBORS work this year derives from the 
collective nature of our endeavor.  As there are many elements to a public garden, so there 
are many leaders; as the scourge of violence has multiple causes and challenges, so too are 
many partners needed to address the problem.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS has had the merit of 
organizing the vigils, and of keeping them on track.  This, rather than leadership, per se, has 
been our greatest contribution to this collective effort.) 

     3  Relationships (with authorities, organizations, and residents) 

      Third, the periodic nature of these gatherings, spaced roughly at weekly intervals and 
extended over most of the year, this has nurtured the development of relationships: between 
NOBEL NEIGHBORS Board members and leaders of partner organizations, such as Robin Kline, 
Assistant Director at NEIGHBORSPACE, or Amish Patel, Executive Director of Grassroots 
Illinois Action, or her assistant, Organizer Ryan Kelleher, who ran the West Side Office of the 
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Chuy Garcia mayoral campaign, and who was helpful in bringing the candidate to a NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS vigil in the neighborhood in late March, a few days before the mayoral run-off 
election; and between NOBEL NEIGHBORS volunteers and various personnel of city 
departments or elected officials, notably members of the 11th and 25th District CAPS programs 
for Beats 1111 and 2534, or the staff members of 37th WARD ALDERMAN EMMA MITTS. 

 Naturally relations have been built between volunteers and residents, and, not least, 
between members of NOBEL NEIGHBORS ourselves. 

 

 C  Benefits to the Nobel Neighbors Organization 

 If strategic benefits to West Humboldt Park have come from NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ 
approach of holding series of vigils and continuing actions in the Potomac Gardens, benefits 
to NOBEL NEIGHBORS as an organization have come from this same policy.  By working in the 
Potomac Gardens regularly, by consciously endeavoring to hold vigils on the last three weeks 
of every month, we have been able to increase the value of our organization, to maintain a 
high profile within the community, and to keep our momentum from one action, from one 
struggle, to the next. 

1 Value (to outside groups) 

      The value of Nobel Neighbors to other groups has risen over the past year because we 
have become more useful to those groups.  The one thing that West Humboldt Park has in 
abundance is social problems:  by the vigils, by the garden events, NOBEL NEIGHBORS serves 
as a handle for these groups by which to firmly grasp problems which are typically not easy to 
address.  If other groups provide answers, NOBEL NEIGHBORS has the considerable merit of 
asking the right questions. 

  2  Recognition (within the community) 

     Our regular, repeated, public actions—and of course the publicizing of these actions 
on social media and by flyers—have raised the profile of NOBEL NEIGHBORS within the 
neighborhood.  Outreach to churches, to block leaders, to businesses, and simple contact 
door-to-door:  all this is noticed, and is talked about within the community.  While it is 
difficult to assess the accuracy of the detail of knowledge neighbors have of us, there is no 
doubt that the impression is strongly positive, and that our organization is much better 
known now than it was a year ago.   

3 Efficiency (internal routine) 
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    Doing the same sorts of activities, week in, week out, month in, month out, we have 
become better at what was once unfamiliar, we have become less daunted by what was once 
intimidating, we have become more hardened to the inevitable cuts and bruises of the 
struggle.   

 A Potomac Gardens potluck, for example, is easier the fourth or fifth time around.  
What if rains?  How will we get a grill?  Who can donate?  What if attendance is low?  How 
can the event be publicized?  We now have the answers to all these questions.  We know, 
further, who are the reliable volunteers, who can work on their own, and who will need back-
up.  Doing this on a monthly basis—and many months we have done this more than once—
has led to have a standard operating policy, as they say in the private sector.  To organize 
such an event is now, consequently, a great deal less stressful than in the past.  It is easier, 
and it is more fun—an important consideration considering the frequency with which we do 
it.  

4 Improved Knowledge (of the city and the neighborhood) 

      To act publicly, in concert with other groups and authorities, in 11 series of vigils in 8 
different locations in the West Humboldt Park has led, predictably, to a better knowledge of 
our partners, and a better knowledge of the neighborhood.  Distributing flyers is one example 
of the nature of our work bringing us better information. 

 When we distribute flyers, we endeavor to make contact with people, but our main 
point is not to speak, but to listen.  We learn if people are scared or not, and we see the 
problem houses on a block, and the problem blocks in the area.  Doing this week after week, 
we see the evolution of the situation, and are in a position to know when people 
underestimate or overestimate dangers.  Vigils are not mapped out months in advance 
because they should address the hottest corners of the moment, and trouble moves from one 
spot to the next over the course of a summer.  Flyering is an excellent opportunity to get to 
know what is really going on. 

 Accurate information comes from proper organizing.  As a result of our work over the 
past year, we are now much better informed, and in a much better position to sift fact from 
rumor.  We know the contact people at various groups and authorities, and can better assess 
who can get things done. 

 

II   Current Operational Procedures 

    Current operations are quite simple, and can be briefly summarized. 
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 A  Actions (Flyer, Print, Distribute, Outreach, Gather, Repeat) 

 Jim and Betina gather volunteers roughly every other week.  The garden has the 
benefit of requiring regular maintenance so this helps to prompt us to action.  Every month, 
some formal event—e.g. ‘Clean and Green’ or ‘Meet and Greet’—is organized, which involves 
a meal, donations and flyers.  NEIGHBORSPACE is a leading partner in the formal events. 

 The vigils begin with identification of specific trouble at a specific location.  Maura 
Madden, for example, at a meeting at Jim’s house, spoke of the sale of heroin on the block 
where she lives.  A one page flyer is produced, printed, and then distributed to publicize the 
coming event.  Outreach is made to residents of the immediate vicinity, and copies sent 
electronically to the police and to other partner organizations.  The event is publicized on 
Facebook and social media in the days leading up to it.  The vigil is then held, typically on a 
Tuesday evening, and the process repeats itself, typically for a total of three consecutive 
weeks. 

 The second flyer describes and summarizes the first vigil, as the third describes the 
second, for the benefit of those who did not attend.  The flyers, produced in this fashion, 
serve as a durable, public, historical record, and are included in the supporting documents 
because these one page newsletters (aka flyers) constitute the veritable cornerstone of our 
work. 

    The newsletters are the public record of our public work. 

 In the absence of an urgent situation, such as a recent murder, the vigils are generally 
not held during the first week of the month, in order to give participants time to rest. 

 

 B  Costs (Time, Money) 

 It takes an hour to produce a flyer, an hour to print them, an hour to distribute them 
to churches, and another hour to distribute them to neighbors.  It takes Jim two hours to give 
the flyers to ten volunteers and to do personal outreach; it takes Bill an hour to send 
individual emails to our partner organizations; Antwan an hour to do the same with 
authorities such as the Alderman or the 25th District; Kathleen an hour to publicize the event 
on social media. 

 The vigil itself lasts between an hour and two hours, depending on weather and the 
size of turnout.  All told, it takes about 10-12 man hours to plan and hold a weekly vigil.  Cost 
of 400 copies and manila envelopes for churches and volunteers runs a little over $60. 
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III  What We Want 

    The past year and a half has been successful.  We seek to maintain this success, while 
building upon it, primarily by widening our impact on the community we serve, and by 
deepening and strengthening our contacts with other organizations 

 A  To Maintain Benefits (working as before)   

   Frequent, public, collective actions such as those organized by NOBEL NEIGHBORS in 
the Potomac Gardens or in the vigils against violence are a simple and effective means of 
productive work and should, ideally, continue as before.  It is hoped, of course, that violence 
will lessen over the coming year, but there is little doubt that criminal activity will continue at 
levels sufficiently elevated to justify public actions several times each month. 

 B  To Consolidate and Expand Benefits (working differently) 

 Greater emphasis should be placed on outreach to community residents, themselves, 
and a wider net should be cast in regards assistance from outside organizations.  Stronger 
relations with partner organizations should be undertaken as a conscious goal, in itself.  To 
this end, other things being equal, we should use the internet less, the telephone more. 

  1  Wider Distribution (of flyers) 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS currently gives 10 flyers to each of 10 block leaders and to each of 
7 church pastors, which leaves 230 flyers for the whole neighborhood, a quantity which is 
barely sufficient for both sides of three different blocks.  A wider distribution is desirable for 
its own sake, and also because, as a secondary benefit, this will oblige us to spend more time 
in the streets. 

 Distributing flyers is never a waste of time, and is often highly productive.  We need to 
listen, in order to learn; flyering obliges us to listen.  Of course, to really amplify our impact, 
we need to persuade others—pastors and block leaders—to reach out.  Jim, in particular, has 
been endeavoring to do this, but our degree of success has been limited.  If we knew how to 
solve this particular problem, we would make its solution a priority, but as yet, we do not 
fully understand the reasons for our relative lack of success in the formal development of 
neighborhood leaders. 

    NOBEL NEIGHBORS hopes to convene in the coming months a leadership symposium 
on violence to which will be invited all participants in the collective action of 2015 here in 
order to consider, and to answer, questions such as this.  As with the collective effort, so with 
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the symposium:  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will organize it, not lead it.  As with the vigils, so with the 
symposium:  it is much more important to ask the right question than it is to find the right 
answer.  

      2  Stronger Relations (CPD, PPJ, NEIGHBORSPACE) 

      Relationships have been a crucial element in our success over the past year.  In this 
report and especially in the supporting documents, many people and organizations are 
mentioned by name, and are given credit for their numerous contributions to this collective 
effort.  The stronger our relations, the stronger will be our own organization.  And, it goes 
without saying, the more satisfying and enjoyable will be our collective work. 

 Nothing builds relations more quickly and durably than joint action.  Indeed, between 
organizations, joint action is the very basis of the relationship itself. 

  This is another reason why the strategy of repeated public actions is a good one, for as 
a secondary benefit it builds stronger, closer relationships, which will permit expanded 
actions in the future. 

 How can this be done? 

 By simple things.  Bill can send flyers to our organizational partners individually, with a 
sentence or two attached, rather than as a single, general purpose blast.  (This is what is 
currently done with pastor letters.)  Antwan can do the same with Alderman Mitts or 
Alderman Maldonado or Officer Trynor, and contact them before each vigil, rather than once 
a month, or only when we want to ask for a favor, or some action on their part. 

 Kathleen could call residents on our contact list for an hour sometime prior to each 
vigil, keeping a record, naturally, of who was called and on what date.  All of us could keep in 
better contact so that when Jim has to leave town for a few weeks, someone else can deliver 
the flyers to the block leaders. 

 Will this take more time?  Yes, but not much, and less if these steps are taken in 
coordination with one another, by mutual agreement and commitment.     

  

IV  What We Need 

   The success of 2015 can be matched, and improved upon, in 2016, under the right 
conditions, but only if the NOBEL NEIGHBORS organization makes the necessary changes to 
permit growth, and further change.  Our requirements for this are simple:  we need an 
organizer, and we need money with which to pay him or her. 
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 A  An Organizer (20 hours a Week) 

  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will hire, at some point in the near future, an Executive Director.  
It is entirely possible that the ED can assume the function of organizer, giving between 10 to 
20 hours of his or her time each week to that task.  What is sure, however, that the 
spontaneous nature of the protests of the past 18 months must give way to more reliable 
means of action. 

 The ED (or organizer) will have many advantages, including a corps of seasoned 
activists and a proven strategy for successful action, but he or she will need to get to know 
the neighborhood and its problems, and the public protests are the most expeditious means 
by which to do this.  He or she will have a lot on the plate, but given the corps and the ready 
blueprint for action, delegation of tasks will be relatively easy. 

 B  Money (30 K) 

      How much money do we need to hire an organizer for 20 hours a week?  The figure of 
$30,000 is an estimate.  If the actual figure is higher, then we need more money; if lower, we 
need less.  In any event, we need to identify someone with grant writing skills and grant 
writing experience and put them to the task immediately. 

 

Conclusion 

 The purpose of this report has been to resume the activities of NOBEL NEIGHBORS in 
two important areas over the course of the past 18 months, and with supporting 
documentation, to serve as the basis of a grant proposal to permit continuation of this same 
work in 2016.  99.5 percent of the work necessary for the grant is already complete, for the 
basis of any grant is the hard work and clear vision that goes into earning it.    

   

Attached Background Documentation 

 

1     Year-end letter to Nobel Neighbors membership (December 10, 2015) 

2     Sample weekly letters to local pastors (August-December 2015) 

3     Narrative of 15 months of Nobel Neighbors vigils (November 5, 2015) 

4     45 one-page flyers for vigils against violence (August 2014-December 2015) 
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       December 10, 2015 

 

       Dear Friend; 

 Year-end greetings from NOBEL NEIGHBORS in West Humboldt Park, where we have 
had an exciting and productive year, organizing vigils against violence, greening and 
maintaining urban spaces, and building our community.  This letter is a summary of our work 
over the course of the past year, and our way to thank all our partners who have made the 
collective action here a great success!  

 

 2015 has been a very violent year in Chicago.  The violence here, and our reaction to 
it, has been the subject of national news reports, has served as the theme of a recently 
released Spike Lee movie—a comedy, no less—and has precipitated the dismissal of our 
Police Superintendent, Garry McCarthy, after four years of service. 

 And that is just in the first few days of this month. 

 If Chicago illustrates the violence of the violent American society of which it is a part, 
West Humboldt Park, a one square mile neighborhood on Chicago’s West Side, is illustrative 
of the social problems which beset this city.  The extreme violence here, and our collective 
reaction to it, these are useful to consider because to do so breaks the larger problem down 
in scale to a comprehensible level.  The level is that of the community where we live, that of 
the street corners, some of which are hot, that of the murders of residents here, some of 
whom we know. 

Personally. 

 What is the difference between reading about the percentage increase in violent 
crime here year on year, or seeing a crime scene on the ten o’clock news, and actually facing 
the violence and the dangers of violence, literally, on the street where one lives?  Numerous 
answers to that question, of course, but let us respond here, for our purposes, by noting that 
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in the first instance the reaction is primarily individual, abstract and isolating, whereas in the 
second the reaction is, to a much greater degree, collective, personal and one of solidarity.   

     If, for example, neighbors see a fellow neighbor on their block murdered—Rolando 
Leon, for example, a resident of the 1200 block of North Springfield, slain as he held his three-
year-old daughter in his arms in December of last year—the reaction on the part of residents 
is typically to reach out, to offer sympathy or donate food for the family or money for the 
funeral expenses or to organize a vigil.  Unsurprisingly perhaps, this shared danger serves to 
bring people closer together. 

     Such at least has been the case in West Humboldt Park over the past year.  The 
strategy adopted by a coalition of groups and organizations and authorities here has proven 
an effective means by which to address violence.  The approach may not work elsewhere, or 
not to the same degree—each neighborhood has its own chemistry, its own strengths and 
weaknesses—but the strategy is simple enough, and is flexible enough, that it can be adapted 
and adopted in many different places. 

     Violence is a complex problem, to be sure, but lest we forget, it is invariably also a 
very simple problem.  Generally speaking, and as residents of West Humboldt Park can attest, 
the closer one gets to the violence, the simpler the problem becomes. 

 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS has conducted 36 public vigils in West Humboldt Park in specific 
response to violence, drug sales, and gang activity since August of last year.  Typically, these 
vigils have taken the form of three weekly actions—prayers, testimonials, singing—on 
consecutive Tuesday evenings at a particular hot corner within a small area situated 
approximately in the middle of this neighborhood.  (Roughly, this is the area within a two 
block radius of the Potomac Gardens, at the corner of Potomac and Karlov.) 

 Leadership in this collective action has been provided by different organizational 
partners at different vigils.  In August of last year, the CRYSTAL STREET BLOCK CLUB was a 
driving force in the actions at Crystal and Keeler—six emotional consecutive weekly actions, 
drawing over 200 people to the last vigil on September 10—in response to the murder of 
Samuel Walker, Sr., gunned down at this location in broad daylight at 9:30 a.m. of a sunny 
Thursday morning in late July, 2014.  Mr. Walker took two shots:  one to the chest, and one to 
the head. 

    In June of this year, it was the 11th Chicago Police District CAPS program which 
sponsored a ‘smoke-out’ at the corner of Division and Keeler, the site of loitering and drug 
sales, and of the violence which predictably accompanies these activities.  11th District CAPS 
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organizer John Campos and Beat 1111 facilitators Sue and Sandy Lenz, and Milton Henry, 
cooked hot dogs and brats for the neighborhood—well over 100 were present, including 11th 
District Commander Barbara West. 

 When more than 70 residents marched through the neighborhood on June 30, 
stopping at hot corners and the sites of recent murders and of previous vigils, leadership was 
provided by the 25th Police District.  At the front of those marching were officers of the 25th 
Police District, led by CAPS Sgt. Christine Fico, along with Beat 2534 officers.  This was the last 
of three weekly actions—generally, the third action in each series has drawn the most 
people—and our shouting and singing, along with the flyer subsequently distributed, served 
to spread the word.  We ended our march in the Potomac Gardens where 25th District 
organizer Maria Chavero pitched in to serve a community meal with supplies donated by the 
25th District, among others. 

 Churches, their pastors and congregants, have stepped up frequently, and 
consistently, to lead.  

     In July, when we gathered to draw attention to the sale of heroin during three vigils 
at the corner of Kildare and Crystal, RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH Youth Pastor, Brandon 
Green, spoke eloquently, inviting the dispossessed youth of our neighborhood to Friday Night 
activities which he and his church have arranged, including meals, movies and dances.  In 
August, when we gathered for three vigils at Kildare and Haddon to address gang activity 
there, Bishop James F. Stevenson, Jr. of the NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH participated; he 
brought members of his congregation, and allowed our diverse group use of the facilities of 
his church to formulate strategy.  In November, when we gathered most recently at Kildare 
and Hirsch to commemorate the life of Felix McGhee, known as Andre, a long-time resident 
who was murdered here on November 6, teachers and administrators from nearby PARK 
WEST ACADEMY joined with James Grooas, the organist at MISSION OF CHRIST CHURCH and 
a faithful participant in the vigils, as we turned out in force to sing, to show our solidarity, to 
act. 

    Many organizational partners have led, at different times and places, but one group, 
PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, played a more critical role than any other in this collective 
response to violence. 

 When we commemorated the life of Rolando Leon at Grand and Springfield with three 
vigils in freezing temperatures last December, or the life of eighteen-year-old Chad Harris, a 
resident of the 1100 block of Harding, murdered this June on the 4200 block of Division, or 
the life of Clevon Polk, a twenty-four-year-old former student of PARK WEST ACADEMY and 
friend of Antwan McHenry, NOBEL NEIGHBORS Board member, gunned down in August at 
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Division and Keeler, or the life of Zika Urosevic, known as Mike, or ‘Big Mike’, a well-known 
and well-liked handyman and resident of the 4200 block of Crystal, murdered by gangbangers 
at the same location in September, less than a month later…in all of these many locations and 
vigils, a sustaining and leading partner was PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, an 
organization founded by Elizabeth Ramirez for those, like herself, who have lost family 
members to violence.   

 Members of this organization, assisted by Robert Torres, deliver a message more 
potent than any other, a message which resonates deeply with residents of West Humboldt 
Park, or with anyone who knows from violence, as some people know from poor.  Residents 
here are in the front lines:  they know that the next bullet may be for them, or, worse, for a 
loved one.  The testimonials offered by members of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE have 
sustained our hope, and their example has increased our fortitude over the past year.   

   Jose and Joselyn Rueda, residents of the 1100 block of Harding, are new members of 
this organization, and speak often now at the vigils:  they lost Jossean, their son and brother, 
to gang violence in June.  Rafael and Milagro also joined recently, and speak at vigils from the 
heart:  they lost their beautiful daughter a year ago in October.  Members too are Krystal 
Robledo and Arielle Maldonado, who organized a community meal at Division and Keeler in 
November, and a Christmas present and coat distribution at Pulaski and Division in 
December. 

 Many other leaders have participated directly or indirectly.  37th WARD ALDERMAN 
EMMA MITTS and her staff have attended many vigils; Andy Willis, an artist with The People’s 
Tribune, has distributed his newspaper and highlighted deeper economic and social drivers of 
violence; 26th WARD ALDERMAN ROBERT MALDONADO has positively responded to many 
requests for improved security; and we would be greatly remiss if we did not thank Don Kuss, 
long-time activist and protester with RAINBOW PUSH and RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
and Douglas Bostic, former NOBEL NEIGHBORS president and member of DEVINE OF TREE 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, for their consistent presence and commitment, rain or shine. 

    

 What has been accomplished by these vigils?  Many things. 

 The CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT (25TH AND 11TH DISTRICTS) has brought greater 
security to each of the hot spots mentioned.  (That this improvement was of a temporary 
nature was expected; as Doug remarked at one action, he had participated in vigils on some 
of the same corners going back to 1985, when NOBEL NEIGHBORS was founded.)  37th WARD 
ALDERMAN EMMA MITTS and her capable staff, Ms. Flecher and Mr. McKinley among them, 
have expedited the removal of gang graffiti at Potomac and Karlov, the installation of a video 
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surveillance camera at Crystal and Keeler, and replacement of woefully torn up old sidewalk 
with a new one at Division and Keeler. 

 PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE has brought solace to many different victims of 
violence in the neighborhood, and to the families of these many victims.  When Jose or 
Milagro speak, at a vigil, what they say is of comfort to more than one in attendance.  The 
participation of those with this powerful, highly relevant message makes of these vigils a sort 
of group therapy.  While this is not true to the same degree of intensity at every vigil, it is 
true to a significant degree at all of them. 

 Sometimes it rains, so turnout is smaller.  When there has just been a murder, and 
when the victim was well-liked, as was the case of Mike, and of Andre, and of Rolando, the 
numbers are larger.  Typically, we open with a prayer, and then each of us has an opportunity 
to introduce ourselves, and to say what brought us to the vigil, to say what is important to us 
at that particular moment. 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS gives full credit for these neighborhood benefits to the partners 
who have provided them.  This is a collective effort, a coalition, which NOBEL NEIGHBORS has 
organized, but which we have led only intermittently.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS, as an 
organization, can legitimately lay claim to three specific benefits to the community. 

      An explanation of these benefits, and of our role in bringing them about, may permit a 
better understanding of the actions themselves.  As mentioned, typically, each action is one 
of a series of three actions at a different hot spot, usually for a different reason—could be a 
murder, or graffiti, or an abandoned building, or drug sales.  The have been 11 such series at 
8 different locations (we have been back to some more than once) since we started. 

 It is in this series of series, so to speak, that the NOBEL NEIGHBORS strategy in 
response to the extreme violence here is to be found. 

 

 First contribution:  organization of the vigils has provided the structure and continuity 
necessary for effective action.  Put another way, NOBEL NEIGHBORS has given other groups a 
point of insertion, a forum, a focus.  PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, for example, has a 
compelling message to express:  the vigils are the vehicle by which this message has been 
effectively delivered in West Humboldt Park over the past year and a half.  The CHICAGO 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, to take another example, is responsive to public concerns, but this 
concern is most effectively conveyed when specific—a particular corner, for instance—and, 
especially, when the concern is sustained over a period of time.  Furthermore, In both 
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examples, security and communication are substantially enhanced by partnership with a local 
organization. 

 The second benefit is that we have provided a direction, an answer, a response, an 
approach, a strategy.  It is not so very easy to respond to violence.  What NOBEL NEIGHBORS 
has done over the past year is to craft a sustained, workable, effective response to the 
intractable problem of violence.  When a resident is murdered, when gang graffiti surges, 
when heroin is sold, residents no longer need to reinvent the wheel each and every time.  
Residents and outside groups now turn to NOBEL NEIGHBORS; they have come to expect 
from our organization a coordinated, public, collective response.  Knowledge of these vigils, 
and the problems which they seek to address, is spread by social media, by flyers distributed 
to the neighborhood, a representative sample of which (flyer for August 29) is enclosed. 

 Our strategy, then, on one level, is quite simple:  just hold vigils.  We have learned 
that good things come from vigils, not least practical information about food pantry hours 
and locations and youth activities and employment information.  Vigils facilitate assistance 
from outside authorities and groups, and empower residents to ask for more police patrols; 
they provide spiritual comfort for many, and a greater sense of security for all. 

    Or course, to hold a vigil is a bit more complicated than it might seem.  We have 
learned, for instance, that an action is more effective if sustained as part of a series, and 
more effective as a march than as a stationary protest—and both series and marches are a 
substantially greater challenge than a single vigil.  Organizationally, vigils require solid 
information and flexibility, which implies that the organization must have its eyes and ears 
open, and that it be capable of quick response and correction, if need be, moving from a 
corner with loitering one week to the corner of a new murder the next.  As any organizer can 
confirm, that is a mighty tall order.  And naturally, vigils must be publicized, which means 
flyers, hundreds of copies of which must be printed, and distributed, and promoted on social 
media, and, well, you get the picture. 

   The third benefit, in some ways the most important:  the sustained action of the vigils 
has created and nurtured relationships.  We now know CAPS Officer Chris Traynor at the 25th 
District, and 2534 Beat Officers Sosa and Wallace—because they have attended vigils, and 
spoken there, just as we have become more involved in monthly CAPS meetings for Beat 
1111 and Beat 2534.  Ruben Escobar, of the YOUNG LEADERS ALLIANCE, we now know to be 
an inspirational speaker, one with health problems of his own; this we know through our 
regular contact.  We have sent flyers to 37TH WARD ALDERMAN MITTS over 40 times in the 
past year; and to our partner organizations, who come to the vigils on occasion, and who 
follow them, in real time, through flyers sent them twice or three times every month. 
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 We write letters to local church pastors, including flyers for the upcoming vigils for 
distribution at the Sunday service.  We drop flyers at stores, and we speak with residents—
this distribution process, in itself, over time, builds recognition and trust, and brings a wealth 
of relevant information for the observant organizer, not to mention serving as a reliable 
gauge of the effect of an action, or of a series of actions over the course of three consecutive 
weeks. 

 In summary, then, NOBEL NEIGHBORS lays claim to, and claims specific credit for three 
specific benefits from the vigils which it has organized. 

    The first is structure, that is, the means by which to leverage the influence of local and 
outside groups.  The CPD can help, but they help most effectively in partnership with a local 
organization.  PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE responds to a deep need here, but they 
cannot simply stand at the site of a murder and declaim to an empty street.  Churches and 
their congregants care, but it would be unreasonable to expect them to care more about 
violence than the residents of street where the violence has taken place.   

 The second is a broad strategy for addressing the issue of violence, in the community 
in which it occurs.  The strategy permits continuing, effective, repeated actions which have a 
cumulative, positive impact.  It provides an answer in a senseless situation, and helps to build 
organizational strength and community confidence.   

 The third is the nurturing of relationships.  When we need a speaker, we call Pastor 
Escobar or Bishop Stevenson.  If a corner is heating up, we don’t call 911 or the 25th District, 
but Sgt. Fico or Officer Traynor, whom we know by name, or we might flag down 2534 Beat 
Officers Sosa and Wallace if they pass by, or we could speak to Antwan McHenry, NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS Board member and Beat 2534 facilitator, and ask him to talk to them.  To contact 
Alderman Mitts, we speak with Mary, her receptionist, who can convey any urgent message. 

 

 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS is not only about violence, however, though violence has been a 
priority this year.  We and our partners at NEIGHBORSPACE are also making Chicago a 
greener, friendlier place. 

 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS created the Potomac Gardens from vacant land back in 1994, and 
the space has been maintained and improved by local residents since then, and more recently 
by NEIGHBORSPACE, which now owns the property.   
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 The garden is beautiful, and residents feel a sense of satisfaction and pride in its 
maintenance and use.  Numerous vigils were held here when graffiti (quite dangerous, 
because between two different gangs) increased in October and November of last year, and 
again in September of this year when loitering and drug sales rose.  We had a ‘Clean and 
Green’ in early May, a community meal at the end of our march, in June, another community 
meal ‘Meet and Greet’ on July 25, and two more clean-ups on September 5 and 19 when the 
bushes and trees were getting overgrown.  From March through October, every two weeks 
local resident volunteers mow the grass. 

 On December 12 of last year, Kathleen Day, a NOBEL NEIGHBORS Board member, 
organized a Christmas caroling and hot chocolate event there attended by over 40 people, 
and another such event is planned for the 15th of this month.  Victoria Gonzalez, a member of 
NOBEL NEIGHBORS, organized a Halloween party for neighborhood children in the Potomac 
Gardens on October 16, and hopes to have an Easter event there in the spring. 

 The garden is worked on most Saturdays by Jim Lundeen, a NOBEL NEIGHBORS Board 
member, and by Benita Sauvage, a resident of Potomac and longtime the principle overseer 
of the garden.  Most weekdays, weather permitting, the daycare center at Pulaski and 
Division bring preschool children by who love to play there.  Neighbors plant flowers, and 
students from NOBEL GRAMMAR SCHOOL and PARK WEST ACADEMY come by to study the 
environment. 

 We are all very proud of the Potomac Gardens, and greatly appreciate the help of 
NEIGHBORSPACE which has helped us to maintain and improve it. 

 

 

 Over the course of the year, NOBEL NEIGHBORS has experienced some challenges, 
some disappointments.  The tutoring program planned for PARK WEST ACADEMY has yet to 
come together.  Since the departure of our long-time Executive Director Dean Morris, over a 
year ago, we have been without an Executive Director, though Jen Lundeen has capably 
steered our organization as President of the Board despite this absence of staff.  Jen, and 
Board members such as Bill Smiljanich and Antwan McHenry and Kathleen Day are younger, 
and more dynamic and savvy than past Board members and constitute a great advantage to 
the organization in and of themselves. 

 This is no idle flattery, for the simple truth is that the resourcefulness and general lack 
of petty politics on the part of the NOBEL NEIGHBORS Board has been the springboard for 
action on the part of community volunteers such as Doug and Victoria, Betina and Krystal.  
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Their presence on the Board is also representative of broader economic, ethnic and 
generational changes for the neighborhood as a whole.  Protests here have a different mix 
than the protests of twenty years ago.  These changes are nuanced, and debatable in some 
instances, but undeniable for those who have lived here for a while.  

 

 

 My apologies for such a long letter, but NOBEL NEIGHBORS has been busy.  36 
separate actions in response to violence, and 10 actions in connection with the Potomac 
Gardens, all done in collaboration with wide variety of authorities and organizations and 
residents.  Despite the violence, 2015 has been a highly productive year.   

 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS has been doing well, but we could always use more help.  Call Jim 
Lundeen at (224) 301-3576 or write to him at:  

 

4137 W. Kamerling 

Chicago, IL  60651 

 

if you want to participate in our work, or just want to say hello!  We are all about building 
relationships, and renewing old friendships. 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS wishes you and yours a happy and prosperous 2016. 

 

Yours in Peace, 

 

Samuel Day III 

Nobel Neighbors 

 

Enc. flyer 
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DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE VIGIL!! 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 29 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ third and final vigil at the corner of Kildare and Haddon 
was attended by many directly touched by the violence which has afflicted West Humboldt 
Park recently, and for whom Antwan McHenry, an administrator at PARK WEST 
ACADEMY, offered hope in his opening prayer.  Antwan has reached out to NEW HOPE 
M.B. CHURCH, 4347 W. Division, the pastor of which, Bishop James Stevenson, has 
shown great hospitality and commitment in addressing the challenges of this community, as 
have many members of his congregation. 
  
 Over the past month NOBEL NEIGHBORS has been reaching out to churches in 
the neighborhood, as we seek to build a coalition with a collective response to violence.  
Many who came spoke of the spiritual element of their work in repairing the torn social 
fabric, locally and nationally. 
 
       Krystal Rubledo, who volunteers for the RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
3709 W. Grand, urged all to attend the CPD 25th District Beat 2534 meeting which will be 
held at NORTH/GRAND HIGH SCHOOL, 4338 W. Wabansia, at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, August 26.  John Campos, organizer for the 11th District, invited all to the 
Beat 1111 meeting next Tuesday, September 1, at PICCOLO ELEMENTARY 
SPECIALTY SCHOOL, 1040 N. Keeler.   
 
 Robert Torres and Elizabeth Ramirez, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
spoke of their recent work with mothers in the Englewood Community on the south side, 
who have gone onto the street corners in a successful effort to reduce violence.  Jose and 
Joscelyn Rueda spoke movingly of their son and little brother, respectively, Jossean Rueda, 
of the 1100 block of N. Harding, who was murdered in early June of this year.  Jossean was 
19 years old. 
 
 Bill Smiljanich, a board member of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, read a list of those 
murdered in the neighborhood over the past year.  The most recent victim, Clevon Polk, 
was killed Monday on the corner of Keeler and Division, within a few yards of Natalie and 
her two daughters, ages 6 and 8.  She cried as spoke of her fear in that moment.  There was 
also a man shot on this same corner last Saturday night. 
 
 Loitering on the southwest corner of Division and Keeler, in and around the corner 
store, has brought this violence.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will ask the 25th and 11th District to 
stop this loitering, and to ask the store owners to hire a security guard to keep this loitering 
stopped.  Those who loiter on the SOUTHWEST CORNER OF DIVISION AND KEELER, 
IN AND AROUND THE CORNER STORE, have asked for the attention of the police and 
alderman.  Now, they have it. 
 

JOIN US AT KEELER AND DIVISION, AUGUST 29, 7 P.M.! 



23 
 

 
 

NOBEL NEIGHBORS CHURCH LETTERS 

AUGUST-DECEMBER 2015 

December 16, 2015 

 

 The following fifteen form letters have been hand delivered to the pastors of seven churches 
in the neighborhood.  Each letter is in a manila envelope with ten copies of the flyer for that week for 
distribution at the following Sunday service. 

 Those receiving the flyer have been:  Pastor Hicks of the Original East Garfield Greater M.B. 
Church on Division; Pastor Dan Hill of River City Community Church on Grand; Pastor John of NewLife 
Church on Springfield (I still don’t know his last name); Pastor Robert Williams of the New Mt Moriah 
M.B. Church on Harding; Pastor Rebecca Templeton of the Mission of Christ Church on Karlov; Bishop 
Jeffrey Davis of The Word Works Church on Division; and Bishop James Stevenson Jr. of the New Hope 
M.B. Church on Division. 

     We have done this in order to foster relationships, in order that we can come to know the 
churches, and they know us.  This contact can serve outreach in the future.   

 Over the course of the past five months, we have sent over a dozen personalized letters to 
each of these pastors, along with ten flyers for distribution within their congregations.  We have done 
this on a weekly basis, which is good, but the communication is primarily one way:  we have not done 
enough to learn more about these pastors, their churches, and the work of these churches. 

      During the winter months, Jim or another member of the Board might make a concerted 
effort to get to know these churches, and particularly their work, more fully.  Whether or not the 
church wants to participate in vigils, we should know the name and telephone number of their 
HeadStart coordinator; whether or not they can supply us with tutors, we should be able to tell 
residents in need of the free lunch program that a church offers. 

 In some cases, mostly as regards River City or New Hope, the letters were personalized with a 
line or two.  The placement of the text has been arranged to accommodate a different sketch each 
week. 

  

Sam 
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       August 9, 2015 

 

 Rev Williams; 

 I hope you or some of your members can attend our vigil on Tuesday to tell us about 
the good work of your church. 
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       August 14, 2015 

 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

    Over the course of the past year, Nobel Neighbors has held over thirty public vigils 
on corners throughout West Humboldt Park.  Most often, these vigils have been held in 
response to a murder, or murders, in the immediate vicinity, and have been sustained for at 
least three successive weeks.  Most recently, in July, we held a series of three weekly public 
meetings at the corner of Kildare and Crystal to draw attention to the sale of heroin there, 
and thereby to draw a greater police presence to this hot spot. 

 Last Tuesday, we held the first of three vigils at Kildare and Haddon, in an effort to 
bring together area churches in response to the violence so prevalent here. 

 Your church no doubt has various programs to address the social situation here, of 
which violence is a significant element.  River City has tutoring for Cameron School; Mission 
of Christ has a food pantry on Fridays; New Hope has a community center which provides 
daycare for working mothers.  Nobel Neighbors seeks to learn more about your programs so 
that the residents of this community can avail themselves of the resources available to them. 

 We invite you to attend our next vigil, which will be at the corner of Kildare and 
Haddon on Tuesday, August 18 at 6 p.m.  The following Tuesday, we invite you and the 
members of your congregation to join a march to commemorate the lives of six victims of 
violence who died over the past year or so, and to take inspiration from these losses to offer 
alternatives to those at risk.  Among those at risk is anyone who lives here… 

 For more information, I urge you to contact Jim Lundeen, a man of faith and action 
who has been a driving force behind Nobel Neighbors for many years.  He lives at 4137 W. 
Kamerling and can be reached by telephone at (224) 301-3576. 

 

Yours in Peace, 

 

Sam Day, Nobel Neighbors 
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        August 22, 2015 

 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 We hope to see you Tuesday!     

 

         Yours truly, 

 

         Sam Day 

         Nobel Neighbors 
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         August 27, 2015 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 We hope you can join us in taking this corner back.  Those loitering will ask where they 
should go—the church is an excellent destination.  We hope to see you Saturday.     

         Yours truly, 

         Sam Day 

         Nobel Neighbors 
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         September 4, 2015 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 The vigil Saturday and the recently increased police presence have had a salutatory 
effect on this corner—loitering here has dropped dramatically.  Hope you can join us this 
Saturday or next at 7 p.m. to maintain this positive momentum.   

     

         Yours truly, 

         Sam Day 

         Nobel Neighbors 
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       September 13, 2015 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 Over the past few months, Nobel Neighbors has been reaching out to some churches 
in West Humboldt Park, in order to inform these congregations of our activity and to learn 
more about the churches, and their work, under the challenging social conditions that we find 
ourselves here.  This exchange of information has proven fruitful and will continue. 

 We hope to remain in continuing contact with the following , among others:  Pastor 
James Hicks and his congregation at The Original East Garfield Greater Mount Baptist Church, 
on Division street; Pastor Dan Hill of the River City Community Church on Grand Avenue; 
Pastor John at NewLife Church on Springfield; Reverend Robert Williams of the New Mt. 
Moriah M.B. Church on Harding; Pastor Rebecca Templeton of Mission of Christ Church on 
Karlov; Bishop Jeffrey Davis of The Word Works Church on Division; and Bishop James 
Stevenson Jr. of the New Hope M. B. Church, also on Division. 

 Jim Lundeen, a long-time resident of Kamerling, is our coordinator with churches.  Feel 
free to reach out to him, any time, at (224) 301-3576.  

            Yours in solidarity, 

 

        Sam Day 

        Nobel Neighbors 
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        September 17, 2015 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 We are out in the garden on Saturday.  This is an inspirational space where children 
from around the neighborhood come to play.  On Tuesday, we are back on the same corner 
with another vigil to call attention to the violence here.   

 Hope you can join us!   

        Yours truly, 

 

        Sam Day 

        Nobel Neighbors 
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       September 27, 2015 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 Zika Urosevic, a neighbor on Crystal Street known as Mike, was murdered Saturday, 
September 19, at the intersection of Division and Keeler.  Mike didn’t do anything wrong; he 
simply got in the way of a gangbanger’s bullet.  His was the second murder in less than a 
month at Division and Keeler, a corner besieged by loitering, and the drug sales which 
loitering fosters, and the violence which typically and predictably accompanies drug sales.   

      Nobel Neighbors will organize a memorial to Mike and a vigil to bring an end to the 
loitering which is the strongest single contributing factor to the drug sales which have 
overtaken this intersection over the past two years.  We will invite elected representatives, 
and of course we invite you, a spiritual leader in the community.   

      

 We hope you will join us Tuesday. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Samuel Day 

Nobel Neighbors 
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        October 2, 2015 

 

 Bishop Stevenson; 

 Nobel Neighbors’ first vigil to commemorate the life of Zika Urosevic was held last 
Tuesday, September 29, at the corner of Crystal and Keeler, with over thirty neighbors in 
attendance.  Mr. Orosevic, or Mike, as he was known around the neighborhood, was 
murdered by gangbangers who loiter at and near the corner of Division and Keeler, selling 
drugs.  Mike’s violent death has served as a catalyst for action, and has brought some quiet to 
the intersection for the first time since April. 

     Our strategy is simple enough:  with your assistance, we will do our utmost to 
publicize the violence and drug sales at this intersection.  Drug sellers and buyers know this 
corner:  our objective is to make sure that residents and elected officials and the police are as 
well informed of this fact as are the criminals.  We invite you to come to our second vigil, 
scheduled for next Tuesday, October 6. 

    While this intersection is presently the most violent in West Humboldt Park, it is not 
the only hot spot.  A murder occurred less than 48 hours ago on the 1500 block of Harding—
just outside Pastor Williams’ New Mt. Moriah M.B. Church.  Nobel Neighbors stands ready to 
assist Pastor Williams and his congregation as we craft a response to violence.   

 

        Sincerely yours, 

        Samuel Day 

        Nobel Neighbors     
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        October 10, 2015 

Bishop Stevenson; 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ vigil at Keeler and Division last Tuesday went well, with more 
than fifteen people in attendance.  Bishop Stevenson of New Hope was on a speaking tour in 

the South, but we hope to have him with 
us next Tuesday.  Violence connects us all:  

Jose Rueda, who lost a son to violence, 
used to live in the building outside of 

which a man was murdered last week, 
very near to Pastor Williams’ church, the 

New Mt. Moriah M. B. Church, on the 1500 
block of North Harding. 

 As a result of the concerted action 
of residents and from the Alderman, 

police, and various churches including 
Mission of Christ on Karlov and River City 

Community Church on Grand, the situation 
at this intersection is quieter.  The 

challenge, of course, is to keep it quiet, 
and to do so in a fashion that does not 

require weekly vigils and the 
organizational efforts that this implies.  No 
answer, as yet, based on the data of these 

actions, but we will keep thinking, and 
talking. 

 Hope that you will join us at 6:30  
for our last vigil this Tuesday, October 13. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Samuel Day 

                                               Nobel Neighbors 
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        October 15, 2015 

       Bishop Stevenson; 

 Yesterday, I attended a prayer service at River City Community Church, part of their 
youth outreach program, which includes tutoring for students at Cameron Grammar School 
and a weekly gathering for teenagers every Friday from 5 to 9 p.m.  Pastor Dan Hill was there, 
and Brandon Green, River City Youth Minister, along with many from outside the church.  
Oscar and others came from NewLife on Springfield, as did Doug Bostic, of Nobel Neighbors.  
Beyond the immediate benefit of this contact, such periodic gatherings allow for greater 
dissemination of valuable information to the community, and forge relations between us. 

 As is clear from the enclosed flyer, challenges remain at the corner of Division and 
Keeler, an area where Nobel Neighbors has been holding vigils on a regular basis for over a 
year.   West Humboldt Park is stronger now, however, as the result of the participation of 
Bishop Stevenson and his congregation at New Hope M. B. Church, and of Pastor Templeton 
and her followers at Mission of Christ, and many others.  We hope to see you Tuesday! 

        Sincerely Yours, 

          

        Samuel Day, Nobel Neighbors 
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October 24, 2015 

       Bishop Stevenson; 

 The vigil on Tuesday and the common meal organized primarily by Parents for Peace 
and Justice the following evening both went well.  The mood was relaxed on both occasions, 
despite the fact that there was a shooting at Keeler and Augusta at 4 p.m. Wednesday, just as 
organizers for the second function were setting up their tables. 

 One of the benefits of such gatherings is an opportunity to meet a variety of people in 
the same line of work—stopping the violence, and addressing the serious societal problems 
for which American society does not even attempt to seriously address.  Does it make sense 
to push an open coffin around the streets?  Very possibly:  it is, at the least, worth a try. 

      We continue to push for a surveillance camera at Division and Keeler, and a security 
guard if that can be arranged.  This week we will try to contact the Alderman directly to find 
out how quickly this might happen.   

      The coming vigil is the last presently scheduled.  Hope to see you there. 

Yours in Peace, 

         

Samuel Day, Nobel Neighbors 
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       October 29, 2015 

 

    Pastor Hicks; 

 Over the past fifteen months, Nobel Neighbors has held no less than eleven series of 
weekly vigils (35 vigils in total) at seven different street corners in West Humboldt Park.  
Joining with police and many different organizational partners, from Parents for Peace and 
Justice to NeighborSpace to DNAinfo and The People’s Tribune, we have endeavored to call 
attention to specific hot spots of drug sales and violence while building a stronger and better 
organized neighborhood, with effective appeals to city authorities (such as police or the 
department of buildings) and to our elected officials (such as Aldermen or the mayor). 

 The support of churches, and church leaders such as yourself, has been critical to our 
success. 

 We have heard the inspirational words of Pastor Dan Hill, and of his Youth Pastor, 
Brandon Green, at our vigils, and promoted the Friday Night Safe Nights for children and 
teenagers which they have organized at River City Community Church on Grand Avenue.  We 
have met Oscar and Luther and other members of NewLife Church on Springfield, and had the 
benefit of the enchanting voice of Toi Banks singing This Little Light of Mine as we marched 
up Division Street in July.  A youth minister for The Word Works Church on Division Street, 
George Bady, Jr., preached at one rally and told us of the vigils he has been organizing at 
Madison and Central to stop the violence.  Linn Williams, assistant pastor at New Hope M. B. 
Church, also on Division, described the community center there which she directs.  Bishop 
James Stevenson, Jr., told us of the coalition of pastors who have joined with him, and with 
us all, to address the causes of violence.  

 We have publicized in our vigils (and in the 400 weekly flyers which we send out to 
promote them) the free breakfast program offered by Pastor Robert Williams of the New Mt. 
Moriah M. B. Church on Harding.  James, the organist of the Mission of Christ Church, on 
Karlov, informed neighbors of their food pantry which operates on Friday mornings, from 9 to 
12.  We have met with Pastor Hicks of The Original East Garfield Greater Mount Baptist 
Church on Division and learned of the missionary work they do; we work regularly with 
Pastor Ruben Escobar of The Neighborhood Chapel, on Diversey, and support his courageous 
and often dangerous outreach to gang members; and at our latest vigil this past Tuesday we 
heard the spiritual testimony of Virginia Daniel, a member of Union of Nations church, on 
Division. 
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 I offer some detail because it is heartening to see relationships gradually develop 
between our organizations over the course of this very violent year.  To the extent possible, 
Nobel Neighbors seeks to bring to light the resources offered by our community churches to 
community residents, some of whom are in desperate need of these resources, and who live 
only blocks away, or sometimes right next door.  These needs, it goes without saying, are 
both physical and spiritual, both emotional and social.  For example, Krystal Rublado, Youth 
Coordinator of Parents For Peace and Justice, is in the process of creating a support network 
for siblings who have lost brothers or sisters to violence.  A compelling need, this, and one 
which by logic should have already been addressed a long time ago, given the great and 
continuing violence of our particular section of American society. 

 So what has been accomplished over the past year by these vigils, by this conscious 
outreach?  Some corners are quieter, and the fabric of the neighborhood is stronger now—we 
are better organized, and we know each other better.  It is no longer difficult to respond to a 
spike in drug sales at a given location, or to the murder of an innocent resident.  Ours is a 
common struggle; many thanks for your valiant efforts in this struggle. 

 Nobel Neighbors will continue to hold vigils, and continue to promote the efforts of 
our local churches, but during the next few months, we will hold a vigil only once each 
month, rather than several times each month.  Actions build relationships, to be sure, but 
there is also a need for talk, for discussion, for prayer.  We all need to come to know one 
another better in order to more effectively address the many pressing problems we face. 

 We look forward to continued work together.  If you would like more information or 
copies of the flyers in which your church was mentioned, please contact Jim Lundeen, who 
lives at 4137 W. Kamerling, at (224) 301-3576. 

Yours in Peace, 

 

Samuel Day 

Nobel Neighbors 
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       November 15, 2015 

 

   Pastor Hicks; 

 This Tuesday, November 17, Nobel Neighbors will hold a vigil to commemorate the life 
of another innocent community resident murdered by gangbangers, Felix McGhee, who was 
killed near his home.  As you will read on the attached narrative, West Humboldt Park has 
responded in this fashion to violence now for over a year. 

 On Saturday, December 12, you and all of the partners in this coalition will gather for 
a Westside Leadership Symposium on Violence which will be held at River City Community 
Church, 3709 W. Grand.  You and your congregation are cordially invited to attend.  
Preparation for this event is minimal, but not easy.  We ask you to reflect upon violence, and 
the benefits and drawbacks of the approach taken towards this problem, here on the 
Westside, over the past year.  Contact Jim Lundeen with any questions you may have at (224) 
301-3576. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Samuel Day 

Nobel Neighbors 

 

Enc. 
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December 8, 2015 

 

     Bishop Stevenson; 

 The Christmas season is upon us!  Nobel Neighbors would like to invite you to our 2nd 
annual Christmas Caroling Party, to be held on Tuesday, December 15, at 6 p.m. in the 
Potomac Gardens, at the corner of Potomac and Karlov.  Hot chocolate will be provided!  A 
good time will be had by all, especially children! 

      Please accept our greetings on this special holiday, 

 and our warmest wishes for the coming year.   

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Samuel Day 

Nobel Neighbors 
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Narrative Summary of West Humboldt Park Vigils, August 2014-Present 

 

 

Sam Day III 

Nobel Neighbors 

November 5, 2015 

 

Introduction 

 Since August of last year, a broad coalition of groups has conducted 36 public vigils in 
response to the continuing violence in West Humboldt Park.  Working with 25th and 11th 
District Police, 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts and 26th Ward Alderman Robert Maldonado, 
River City Community Church and New Hope M.B. Church, Elizabeth Ramirez and Robert 
Torres of Parents for Peace and Justice, neighborhood residents, and many others, Nobel 
Neighbors has organized 11 different series of weekly vigils (typically over three consecutive 
Tuesday evenings) in 7 different locations.  This report is a detailed summary of these vigils 
with an attachment which contains 42 flyers/newsletters with background information. 

 The purpose of this report is to serve to elucidate the strategy of this coalition to 
confront violence here over the past year.  The report will give context and texture to a 
phenomenon which all of us have seen only in part:  we are all blind men examining an 
elephant.  Nobel Neighbors will host a day long Leadership Symposium on Violence in early 
December to which all the participants in this very successful action will be invited, and 
several of them asked to make presentations on the possible implications of this approach to 
violence for the city of Chicago as a whole.  The provisional agenda is to be found at the end 
of this document. 

 Many thanks to each and all who have shown the courage and foresight, the 
persistence and the spiritual strength to constructively address violence, here in the ‘hood.  
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The Vigils (Series 1-11) 

    The spark to the vigils was the murder of Samuel Walker, Sr., who was gunned down 
in broad daylight on July 31, 2014, on the corner of Crystal and Keeler, across the street from 
the home of Kathleen Day, a member of the Nobel Neighbors Board.  This was the second 
murder on the same block, in the same month.  Kathleen spoke to members of the 
organization and a protest was spontaneously organized in coordination with the Crystal 
Street Block Club. 

--Crystal and Keeler (1st series) 

 The vigils began on Wednesday, August 6, at 7 p.m., and lasted for six consecutive 
weeks, until September 10.  Attendance was high.  Bill Smiljanich reached out to outside 
groups, Kathleen created a Facebook page, Jim Lundeen appealed to block leaders and church 
organizations, and Antwan McHenry distributed flyers and spread word of the actions 
through the schools.  These four Nobel Neighbors Board members would play a continuing 
role in the actions throughout the next year. 

 The third vigil drew over 60 people, including Alderman Mitts and Elizabeth Ramirez, 
founder of Parents for Peace and Justice, an organization composed of those who have lost 
family members to violence.  Elizabeth would offer powerful testimony about the loss of her 
own son to gunfire, and in the coming months others from the same organization would 
speak eloquently of their own losses.  Robert Torres, a strong organizer and member of the 
group, would make this group Nobel Neighbors’ most reliable ally. 

 Media coverage was periodically present, with Dna.info at the fourth vigil, and WGN 
News Channel 9 at the last vigil, which drew over 120 people.  7th District U.S. Representative 
Danny Davis sent his district director to the fifth vigil, but most of our political contact was 
with Alderman Mitts, or, in subsequent vigils, with Tara Stamps, who was running against 
Alderman Mitts in the spring elections. 

 This first series of vigils was unusual in several ways. 

 These vigils drew larger crowds, and lasted much longer than any of the other 
subsequent series of vigils.  This was due in part to the spontaneous nature of the protest, 
and in part to the fact that the Crystal Street Block Club was a driving force, with JoAnn 
Thomas and her family, in particular, playing a leading role.  This same dynamic would be 
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apparent, to a lesser extent, in some subsequent vigils where the Potomac Block Club would 
have a significant role. 

 Police were present in increasing numbers as the vigils progressed.  Two squad cars 
blocked off the streets for the concluding September 10 protest.  

 

--Potomac and Karlov (2nd series) 

 Jim Lundeen, who is actively involved in maintaining the public garden built by Nobel 
Neighbors on this corner, drew the attention of members to the increased loitering, drug 
sales and gang graffiti at this intersection, which increased dramatically in the month of 
October.  The garden, which has been maintained by members of the Potomac Block Club 
over the past 20 years, is now owned by NeighborSpace, a local non-profit.  Our first of three 
vigils here was held on October 28. 

 Bill took the lead in contacting city authorities and supplying participants in the vigil 
with the telephone numbers needed to call in graffiti, an urgent matter in this instance, since 
the signs represented different gangs.  To the extent practical, the vigils were used to 
publicize and protect the Potomac Gardens, which held a pot-luck on November 1. 

 Our vigils at this time and subsequently followed the same basic format.  We would 
form a circle, state the intended goal of our action, open with a prayer, and then each would 
speak in turn as to the reasons which brought them out.  This might be banal—simply 
receiving the flyer, or it might be dramatic—the loss of a loved one in a gang shooting.  We 
would sing three or four songs, and offer a closing prayer.   

       The vigils usually lasted between 60 and 90 minutes, depending on the weather. 

  Amara Enyia, Executive Director of the Austin Chamber of Commerce and candidate 
for mayor of Chicago, spoke at our third vigil.  A number of regular attendees, including Kyle 
O’Neill and activist Don Kuss, were members of River City Church.  Doug Bostic, former 
president of Nobel Neighbors, was also a faithful presence, despite the fact that poor health 
made it difficult for him to stand. 

 The graffiti was covered up, and the loitering diminished.   

 

--Christmas Carols 



43 
 

 Kathleen organized hot chocolate and Christmas carols in the Potomac Garden on 
December 12, with the participation of Robin Cline, Assistant Director of NeighborSpace, and 
over 40 community residents, including many children.  Tara Stamps spoke, and led us in 
song, and the 25th District provided security. 

 Halfway through the caroling, at a little after 7 p.m., the squad car rushed off, with 
lights flashing.  We learned afterward that there had been a murder at Springfield and Grand 
Avenue, two blocks away.  This would be the site of our next series of vigils. 

 

--Springfield and Grand (3rd series) 

 On December 16, 23, and 30, vigils were held, despite the cold weather, to 
commemorate the victim, Ronaldo Leon, a resident of the 1200 block of Springfield, who was 
murdered as he sat in his car holding his three-year-old daughter in his lap.  26th Ward 
Alderman Maldonado did not attend, although Juanita Irizarry, his opponent in the election, 
did come, several times, to join our calls for greater security.  Tara Stamps spoke, as did 
several members of NewLife Church, two blocks north.  The victim’s family spoke, the mother 
saying that she “had lost a piece of my heart”. 

 Andy Willis, an artist for The People’s Tribune and member of the Logan Square 
Ecumenical Council brought Christmas carols with lyrics in English and Spanish; Doug 
circulated a coffee can with donations for the Leon family; Jerry Marechal brought a helium 
tank which he used to blow up white balloons to release in Ronaldo’s memory.  People 
spoke, and people acted, as the spirit moved them. 

 This was the only series of vigils at which there was no police presence.  It is not 
entirely clear why, but it appears that there was bad blood between the police and the 
victim. 

 

--Meet Chuy Garcia 

 On Thursday, March 26, at 11 a.m., a few days before the mayoral run-off election, 
Nobel Neighbors invited Chuy Garcia to address the problems of violence in the 
neighborhood.  Ryan Kelleher, of Grassroots Illinois Action, who ran the Chuy campaign’s 
West side office on North Avenue, helped with the complicated arrangements.  Amisha Patel, 
Executive Director of Grassroots Collective, came to the event, which brought out fifty or so 
people and many members of the press, who came and left with Garcia. 
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 This was a prayer vigil, but mostly this was a photo opportunity.  As with the 
Aldermen and their opponents, Nobel Neighbors policy was to use the campaigns to build ties 
with people, and with offices. 

 

--Division and Keeler (4th series) 

 At 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 4, 11 and 18, Nobel Neighbors held the first of what 
might be termed pro-active vigils, that is, an effort to draw attention to a known trouble spot 
before the trouble arrived.  Violence serves to galvanize; its absence makes the effort to get 
out supporters more difficult.  This is one reason perhaps that the numbers for the first two 
vigils were low, about ten people at each.  The Saturday time was probably another reason 
for the low turnout. 

 Here, the faithful supporters saved the day, notably Kyle O’Neill and Krystal Rublado, 
who attended on these occasions, as on so many others, with her three small children.  More 
generally, from this point forward, a majority of the vigils were smaller in size, varying 
between 15 and 30 people, on average, and composed primarily of neighborhood activists 
and members of outside groups, rather than concerned neighbors.   

 This evolution was predictable, if not inevitable. 

 Nobel Neighbors has made efforts to develop block leaders, with real, but limited 
success.  We have reached out to churches, to various organizations, also with some success, 
but in most cases (though not all) the support received has been sporadic.  Yet the vigils are 
remarkable for their consistency, and consistency derives from a dedicated core of 
supporters. 

 Division Street is the boundary between the 25th District (north) and the 11th District 
(south) in this area.  In holding the vigils on this corner, Nobel Neighbors was making a 
conscious effort to bring greater police resources to bear on this high crime area. 

 

--Clean and Green, Block Club Training 

 A clean and green event was held in the Potomac Gardens on Saturday, May 2, and a 
Block Club orientation, sponsored by the 25th District organizer Maria Chavero, was held the 
following Saturday, May 9.  Both events were attended, and both promoted by flyers. 

 The flyers, copies of which are attached, typically summarize the most recent vigil or 
action, and announce the next action only in the last few lines.  As such, the flyers are more 
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accurately described and understood as newsletters, printed and distributed several times 
each month.  They concern neighborhood violence and neighborhood reaction to the 
violence.  It is the flyers, above all, which amplify the impact of the vigils. 

 Both events were successful.  The garden was cleaned, and neighbors met one 
another.  Maria had useful information regarding phone trees, and members of other 
organizations, such as Colin Bird, Director of Hermosa Neighborhood Association, had a 
chance to meet us, and we them. 

 Over the course of these vigils, we have made a conscious effort to create, maintain 
and to strengthen relationships—with the police, with churches, with other organizations, 
with residents.  Relationships are the coin of the realm; without them, organizations are 
largely powerless.  So the events are successful also because they strengthen the 
relationships which are critical to the success of the Nobel Neighbors organization.  
Relationships are one reason that at our vigils we make an explicit point of making sure that 
everyone has a chance to speak. 

 

 

 

--Division and Keeler (5th series) 

 On Tuesday May 19, May 26 and June 2 vigils returned to this hot corner, known for 
loitering, drug sales and murders.  The June 2 vigil was a joint action with the Beat 1111 CAPS 
program, under the direction of Sgt. Allen and Beat facilitators Sue and Sandy Lenz.  They 
agreed to hold their monthly meeting not inside, at Piccolo School, as they normally do, but 
outside, on this corner, in order to draw community attention to the hot spot.   

 These vigils were better attended than those in April, especially the final one, at which 
John Campos, the 11th District Organizer, cooked hot dogs for more than 75 people.  The 
Alderman came to the second vigil, and various supportive organizations, such as Cata and 
Benn of The People’s Movement, attended.  The new 11th District Commander, Barbara West, 
came to the June 2 event. 

 Krystal Rublado spoke of an upcoming trip to Washington D.C. with Parents for Peace 
and Justice in her new role as Youth Coordinator for that organization.  The following month, 
she would give a summary of her experience there, at another vigil.  This is all recounted in 
the flyers.  Why does this matter?    



46 
 

 The sustained nature of the vigils—typically of three weeks duration on a given 
corner—is enough for it to register on the radar of police and politicians.  The sustained vigils 
over time—one series after another, from one month to the next—gives those who 
participate, those who observe, those who read about them an opportunity to speak to what 
matters to them, which may or may not be immediately relevant to the issue at hand.   

 Andy Willis was recently arrested in an act of civil disobedience at the Board of Trade, 
part of an effort to promote a tax on financial transactions, the so-called ‘Robin Hood’ tax.  At 
the next vigil, he may speak of this.  The interest of those listening will be more than 
academic:  Andy has participated in many vigils, often distributing copies of The People’s 
Tribune, and we know him and like him.  We are concerned that he spent a night in lock-up, 
because he is a friend, now. 

 More cynically, the Commander and the Alderman see relatively big numbers at these 
vigils, and the vigils continue, so they pay attention.  Less cynically, the dozen or so faithful 
supporters, those who come out rain or shine, it is essential that they enjoy themselves at the 
vigils, that they find in them a forum for them to say in public what matters to them.  Nobel 
Neighbors is never, ever, too busy to take the five minutes needed to thank these individuals 
properly, explicitly, on a regular basis, for their indispensable support. 

 

--Crystal and Karlov (6th series) 

 On Tuesday, June 16, 23 and 30 we held a series of three vigils in front of a burned and 
open abandoned home to highlight the issue of abandoned buildings.  The last of these vigils 
was a march, going to various corners where we had already held vigils, and past the site of a 
recent murder, that of 18-year-old Chad Harris, killed on Saturday, June 20 at 11 p.m. on 
Division Street near Kildare. 

 The march was well-attended, with over fifty people singing and chanting, with 
sermons by George Bady, Jr. in front of The Word Works Church at Division and Keeler, by 
Bishop James Stevenson, Jr. in front of the New Hope M.B. Church at Division and Kildare, 
and comments by many others, including Milagro and Rafael, who lost a beautiful daughter 
to gang violence the preceding October.  They carried a large poster placard with a photo of 
their young lady.  A meal was organized by Jan Lundeen at the Potomac Gardens in 
conclusion, with donations from the 25th District, which also provided the march with an 
escort from start to finish. 

 The march was highly successful.  As usual, the third and last vigil in the series was the 
most well attended.  A march, by its nature, is a much more high profile event, and it covers a 
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variety of corners with a variety of problems, from abandoned buildings to graffiti to 
violence, so the flyer is of greater interest.  It would have been desirable to have a march at 
the conclusion of every series of vigils, but the June 30 event would prove to be the last vigil 
to have high numbers. 

 Why? 

 Hard to say.  Fatigue, perhaps.  The emotional level was lower, also.  In any case, 
although Nobel Neighbors wanted to march, we did not have the numbers, the strength, to 
do so, so we stuck with vigils.  This was at least a good lesson in humility. 

 Those who organized the vigils are leaders, but as we know, one cannot lead without 
followers.  Those residents participating came for a time, but generally did not follow the 
vigils to another spot.  At the new location, some residents of the block came out, but their 
activism ended when the vigil left their corner.   

 All the locations of the vigils are within a two-block radius of the Potomac Gardens, 
but most residents seem to feel that they have quite enough on their plate dealing with the 
gangbangers who sell cigarettes illegally on their own block without going a block or two 
away to help neighbors fight the spread of graffiti on a different block.   

 The core group of people, of organizations, are less easily deterred, but with them also 
the resources of time and energy are not bottomless.  Parents for Peace and Justice had many 
commitments, and was present to a lesser extent after July than it had been before, 
particularly at proactive vigils such as those at Kildare and Crystal, and at Kildare and Haddon, 
which were meant to address sales of drugs. 

 

--Crystal and Kildare (7th series) 

 At a community get-together at Jim and Jan Lundeen’s home on May 13, Maura 
Madden, a resident of the 4300 block of Crystal, spoke of the sale of heroin in and around the 
vacant lot at Kildare and Crystal.  On Tuesday July 14, 21 and 28, Nobel Neighbors held vigils 
here which were addressed by Alderman Mitts and Bishop Stevenson, and at which time we 
began a conscious outreach to various churches in the neighborhood, a number of which 
(including Mission of Christ, River City, New Hope and NewLife) had members who 
participated on a regular basis in the vigils. 

 On Saturday, July 25, a meet-and-greet picnic was organized in the Potomac Gardens 
for residents to meet the new Nobel Neighbors Executive Director, Cedric McCay.  As always, 
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the vigils and the flyers were used to promote this event ahead of time, and to summarize 
the event afterwards. 

 Ten flyers, and a short note, were given on a weekly basis to the pastors of these eight 
churches in the same fashion that ten flyers were given to ten block leaders by Jim Lundeen 
every week.  Beginning in July and continuing for 16 consecutive weeks without interruption, 
these flyers (and in the case of the church leaders, these letters) were delivered.  The effect of 
this is hard to gage, precisely, but building a relationship takes time, and regular periodic 
communication is essential to creating, maintaining and improving any relationship. 

 Bill assumed responsibility of forwarding the flyers on a weekly basis to the partner 
organizations of Nobel Neighbors.  While we did not invite every partner to every vigil, it was 
and remains highly desirable that they know of the work of Nobel Neighbors, that they know 
that it is ongoing, and that it is effective.  More basically, it is desirable to touch base with 
Robin Cline, for example, on a weekly basis, to let her and her organization know of the 
ongoing positive impact of their work in West Humboldt Park. 

 The other day, Jim spoke of seeing preschool children from the daycare center at 
Division and Pulaski playing in the Potomac Gardens, the only safe, outside area available to 
them.  They love it there.  These photos will be forwarded to Ms. Cline, and will mean all the 
more to her because she has been kept informed of the continuing efforts by many—from 
the 25th District to the Potomac Street Block Club—to curb the graffiti, the loitering, the illegal 
sale of cigarettes on this corner. 

 The effect of this series of vigils on the drug sales at this corner was dramatic, enough 
to bring local residents out to thank the organizers for their efforts.  At the first vigil, Antwan 
had taken a trash bag and with a few others cleaned up the vacant lot.  This took only a few 
minutes but had a strongly positive effect, as did some arrests. 

 

--Kildare and Haddon (8th series) 

  This location was another proactive spot, selected because it was near to the New 
Hope M.B. Church, which was having a tent revival, because it had shown signs of drug sales, 
and because, one block south of Division, it is located in the 11th District, and we sought to 
balance our time between the 11th and the 25th Districts.  On Tuesday, August 11, 18, and 25 
we gathered, blessed with the presence of many associated with the New Hope Church across 
the street, from Bishop Stevenson to Ms. Linn Williams, the assistant pastor who runs the 
daycare, to many members of the church, some of whom are also residents of Haddon. 
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 We learned something of the resources of the church, and made small steps to 
improving our relations with Bishop Stevenson, who spoke at several vigils in June and July 
and would do so again in September.  This is part of the conscious outreach to churches.  Is it 
successful?  Yes, as far as it goes, for it is genuine contact, but of course, so far, a limited 
contact. 

 At the August 25 vigil, Natalie, a resident of Haddon, spoke of the shooting outside the 
corner store at Keeler and Division:  she was inside with her two daughters at the time, and 
was afraid for her life.  Jose Rueda, and later his daughter, Joscelyn, of the 1100 block of 
North Harding, both members of Parents for Peace and Justice, spoke of the murder of his 18-
year-old son, and her little brother, Jossean, last June.  Bill read an abbreviated list of those 
murdered in the neighborhood over the past two years.  That took a while.  Antwan, an 
administrator at Park West Academy, spoke of the murder of a former student of his, 24-
year-old Clevon Polk, at Division and Keeler, the previous evening. 

 Of the many vigils which I attended, this is the one which I remember most clearly, the 
one at which the purpose of our collective work was most forcefully brought home. 

 Nobel Neighbors holds a vigil which draws 15 or 20 people.  Of these, one has recently 
lost a son, and another, a brother, to gun violence.  Another has had a close brush with 
violence, simply by going to the corner store.  With her two young children.  Another knows 
the murder victim, personally, a young man shot and killed less than a block away, less than 
twenty-four hours earlier.  Others speak, offering practical counsel for action, including 
Krystal Rublado, who invites those present to the Beat 2534 meeting to be held the following 
evening, and John Campos, who says that in his experience, there is no intrinsic link between 
poverty and violence, that this close association is, so to speak, an American thing. 

 

--Division and Keeler (9th series) 

 Two vigils were organized for Saturday, August 29 and Saturday, September 5.  
Saturday is not a good time for the core group, and there was rain on both days.  Attendance 
was low:  Jim Lundeen and Doug Bostic saved the day on the second vigil!  Contrary to our 
custom, we did not hold a third vigil. 

 On the positive side, the police response to the murder was noticeable.  The corner 
became considerably quieter.  What this means is that there was less loitering. 



50 
 

 The ‘broken windows’ theory of policing is valid.  This theory holds that tolerance of 
petty crimes leads to more serious crime.  Division and Keeler illustrates this theory in 
textbook fashion. 

 Older folks hang out and drink on the 1200 block of N. Keeler.  Younger, and therefore 
more dangerous, punks start to hang under this cover, and sell drugs.  In the past, crack 
cocaine was the most prevalent drug, now it is tobacco, which is sold loose or in packs, for 
considerable cash.  (Chicago has a very high cigarette tax, which is the economic driver for 
this particular legal drug, sold illegally.) 

 Gangbangers carry guns, mark off territory; individually, collectively, these ‘badasses’ 
gradually get their panties in a wad.   

 As the situation degrades, and sometimes it can degrade very quickly, residents avoid 
this particular area, because it is unpleasant, and increasingly, because it is dangerous.   

 This is as far as logic can take us, to the threshold of violence. 

 So Saturday there is a shooting.  Did someone step across a boundary, or wear the 
wrong color of shoes?  Can’t say—and neither can the shooter, who, since he is the opposite 
of a soldier in every way, can’t shoot straight.   

 Monday there is a murder.  Was the victim a gangbanger?  Maybe, and maybe not.  In 
the first place, the shooter may not have known him.  The only thing that we can safely 
assume about these young hoodlums is their fundamental incompetence; this being so, it is 
irrational to expect a rational explanation for the violence in which they engage.  There is of 
course a rational, sociological or economic explanation for the conditions which lead to the 
violence, but the violence, on the level of the street, almost never rises above the profoundly 
superficial, the trivial. 

 The consequences are tragic, the causes deplorable, but the cause of the violent 
action itself is almost invariably trivial in the extreme.  Could be the wrong color of socks.  
Could be the killer thought he was cheated out of fifty cents.  Literally.  Could be, more likely, 
that he didn’t think at all, that he did as told, or got emotional, as he frequently is, only this 
time with a gun in his hand. 

 Long story short, if we want to prevent more murders at Keeler and Division (and we 
have already had four murders there in the past 15 months) we have to stop drug sales.  To 
stop the drug sales, we have to stop the loitering.  To stop the loitering, we need a camera. 
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--Potomac and Karlov 

 Nobel Neighbors organized clean-ups at the Potomac Gardens after the intervention 
of Rochelle of Bickerdike at the Beat 2534 meeting in late August.  These clean-ups on 
Saturday September 5 and 19 helped to trim back the bushes where gangbangers tended to 
hide drugs, and was an opportunity for the Potomac Block Club to do some work together 
with NeighborSpace. 

 On September 12, there were two shootings on the 4100 block of Potomac, and on 
Tuesday, September 22, Nobel Neighbors held a vigil to draw more police attention to the 
newly cleared Potomac Gardens.  At the vigil, Bill mentioned that there had been another 
murder on the 1200 block of Keeler, the preceding Saturday, September 19 at 6 p.m.  He 
suggested that we shift the following week’s vigil to Crystal and Keeler.  Antwan proposed 
that we meet at 6:30 p.m. instead of 7 p.m. so that it would not be dark when we began. 

 

--Crystal and Keeler (10th series) 

 The murder victim was Zika Urosevic, known as Mike, a well-known and well-liked 
resident of the 4200 block of W. Crystal who used to do odd jobs around the neighborhood.  
He was murdered as he sold loose cigarettes.  His murder was the second, on the same block, 
in less than one month. 

 Our vigils were held on Tuesday, September 29, October 6 and October 13, with a 
considerable police presence, with Alderman Mitts attending the first of these, which drew 
thirty people.  The police presence was strong through the week, with Officers Wallace and 
Sosa of the 25th District stationed at the corner itself at different times of the day. 

 At the October 13 vigil, which was intended as our last in the series, shots rang out 
around 7 p.m. from the corner of Division and Keeler, and those present at the vigil ran for 
cover before reassembling and finishing.  Krystal, who had come with her fiancé, Edwin 
Martinez, and her children, was especially upset.  We resolved to meet the following Tuesday 
at Division and Keeler. 

 

--Division and Keeler (11th series) 

 In the week between October 13 and 20, the camera installed at the corner of Crystal 
and Keeler was used in the arrest of several local residents.  Word of this got around quick, 
and drug sales at this corner dropped off to next to nothing.  In our vigils on Tuesday, October 
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20 and October 27, we asked for a similar camera to be installed at this corner, and also at 
Potomac and Karlov, and similarly used. 

 On October 20, Arielle Maldonado and Krystal Rublado of Parents for Peace and 
Justice announced a food give-away on the same corner the following afternoon.  This give-
away was a great success, drawing over a hundred local residents and participation from 
groups from as far away as Englewood, including Mothers Against Senseless Killing (MASK) 
and Pastor Grant from the same area.  Police were present, and the businesses on the corner 
made donations. 

 A second, similar shared meal was organized by Arielle and Krystal on Tuesday 
afternoon, November 3rd, with participation of an even greater number of organizations, and 
included Clifton McFowler, a Street Intervention Specialist with BUILD, out of Austin; Mark 
Walsh, Campaign Director for the Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence; and a 
representative of Ceasefire, the same man who spoke eloquently about the causes of African-
American violence at the memorial rally for young Amari Brown which Robert organized July 
9 on the 1100 block of Harding.  Pastor Grant’s daughter, Angel, an activist herself, attended 
this second event, as her father did the first. 

 At both of these common meals, there were no formal speeches, just relaxed 
conversation and fellowship.  Parents for Peace and Justice, which has attended so many of 
Nobel Neighbors vigils, took this initiative, which Nobel Neighbors has done no more than 
support and applaud.  For those who have organized these vigils since August of 2014, there 
was a great satisfaction in seeing this communion on the most violent corner of a very violent 
neighborhood.   

 

 Our next vigil is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the corner of 
Potomac and Karlov.  We will summarize in our flyer the fine action Parents for Peace and 
Justice led on November 3, and at the vigil we will renew our calls for cameras at Division and 
Keeler and at Potomac and Karlov, in particular as a means to durably stop the illegal sale of 
cigarettes during the winter months. 

 During the winter, we will have vigils monthly, rather than weekly.  Energy and 
resources can be more profitably used elsewhere in cold weather when crime typically drops 
significantly.  We will continue to hold the vigils monthly in order to maintain the contacts 
which we have consciously and assiduously developed. 

 The core group, especially, has run long and hard over the past year.  It is not an 
exaggeration to say that they have run a marathon.  Individually and collectively, they need 
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to rest, to relax, and after a time, to consider what it is that they have accomplished, and 
where they want to go from here. 

 

  

 

Conclusion 

 A coalition of groups have joined together with residents of West Humboldt Park in 
eleven different series of weekly vigils over the past fifteen months to address the violence 
and the social issues which cause it.  This strategy of public meetings is a collective endeavor 
which has been sustained by strong support from the 25th and 11th Police Districts, the 37th 
and 26th Ward Aldermen, Parents for Peace and Justice and NeighborSpace, River City 
Community Church and New Hope M.B. Church. 

 What have we succeeded in doing through this effort?  The corners are, for a time, a 
little safer, freer from graffiti, the parks cleaner.  We understand the structural causes of 
violence better, now, and we have built a wider and stronger web of relationships.  What 
does this mean? 

 It means that CAPS Sgts. Allen and Fico know us, and we know them.  We know the 
pastors of several churches, and are in regular contact with many others.  We have 
substantial contacts with a variety of non-profit organizations which have been created and 
enhanced by sustained cooperation in this struggle. 

 More broadly, we have brought greater hope and inspiration to this neighborhood, 
through our vigils and our newsletters.  We have set an example.  We have shown courage. 

 In a word, we have led. 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 

7 P.M. 

  

 As neighbors are aware, there have been two murders on the 1200 block 
of N. Keeler in the month of July.  Members of the community, neighborhood 
leaders, church leaders, and all friends concerned will gather this Wednesday, 
August 6, at 7 p.m. for a prayer vigil to call attention to this terrible situation.  
We will ask the 25th and 11th Police Districts to step up their patrols in this area, 
and we will ask Alderman Mitts to give this matter her immediate attention. 

 

 Neighbors who see suspicious activity on the 1200 block of North Keeler 
are encouraged to call: 

911 Emergency 

or 

Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th District CAPS officer at: (312) 746-5090 

Or contact 

Alderman Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago at:   (773) 379-0960 

 

JOIN US TO PREVENT MURDERS IN AUGUST ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF N. KEELER! 
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PRAYER VIGIL 
CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 
7 P.M. 

 
 Our first prayer vigil last Wednesday was successful, with many neighbors coming out 
to ask for more police protection on the 1200 block of N. Keeler to help put an end to the 
violence which has increased dramatically here in the past month.  Members of the 
community, neighborhood leaders, church leaders, and all friends concerned will gather again 
this Wednesday, August 13, at 7 p.m. for a prayer vigil to call attention to this situation.  We 
will ask the 25th and 11th Police Districts to continue to step up their patrols in this area, and 
we will ask Alderman Mitts to give this matter her immediate attention. 
 
Neighbors who see suspicious activity on the 1200 block of North Keeler are encouraged to 
call: 

911 Emergency or Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th District CAPS officer at: (312) 746-5090 
Or contact 
Alderman Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago at: (773) 379-0960 

 
JOIN US AT THE VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF N. KEELER! 

 
VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN 

CUADRA DE CRYSTAL Y KEELER 
MIERCOLES, 13 DE AUGUSTO 

19 :00 
 
Nuestra primera vigilia de oración el miércoles pasado fue un éxito, con la asistencia de 
muchos vecinos que se reunieron para pedir más protección policial en la cuadra 1200 de N. 
Keeler y así poner fin a la violencia que se ha incrementado de forma espectacular en el 
último mes. Los miembros de la comunidad, líderes vecinales, líderes de la iglesia, y todos los 
amigos interesados se reunirán de nuevo este miércoles, 13 de agosto a las 7 pm para una 
vigilia de oración para llamar la atención sobre esta situación. Pediremos a los Distritos 
Policiales 25 y 11 que sigan intensificando sus patrullas en esta área, y le pediremos a la 
concejal Mitts que ponga atención inmediata a este asunto. 
 
Se anima a los vecinos que vean actividad sospechosa en la cuadra 1200 de North Keeler a 
llamar: 

911 Emergencias o Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th oficial de distrito:             (312) 746-5090 
O contactar  
Consejal Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago:  (773) 379-0960 

LA VIGILIA PARA DETENER LA VIOLENCIA EN EL BLOQUE DE 1200 N. KEELER! 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 

7 P.M. 

 Our first 2 prayer vigils, held the past two weeks, were successful, with many neighbors 
coming out to ask for more police protection on the 1200 block of N. Keeler to help put an 
end to the violence which has increased dramatically here in the past month.  Members of 
the community, neighborhood leaders, church leaders, and all friends concerned will 
gather again this Wednesday, August 20, at 7 p.m. for a prayer vigil to call attention to this 
situation.  We will ask the 25th and 11th Police Districts to continue to step up their patrols 
in this area, and we will ask Alderman Mitts to give this matter her immediate attention.  

Neighbors who see suspicious activity on the 1200 block of North Keeler are encouraged to 
call 911 Emergency or Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th District CAPS officer at: (312) 746-5090  

Or contact Alderman Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago at: (773) 379-0960  

JOIN US AT THE VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF N. 
KEELER!  

VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN   CUADRA DE CRYSTAL Y KEELER  

MIERCOLES, 20 DE AUGUSTO      19 :00  

Nuestra primera vigilia de oración el miércoles pasado fue un éxito, con la asistencia de 
muchos vecinos que se reunieron para pedir más protección policial en la cuadra 1200 de 
N. Keeler y así poner fin a la violencia que se ha incrementado de forma espectacular en el 
último mes. Los miembros de la comunidad, líderes vecinales, líderes de la iglesia, y todos 
los amigos interesados se reunirán de nuevo este miércoles, 20 de agosto a las 7 pm para 
una vigilia de oración para llamar la atención sobre esta situación. Pediremos a los 
Distritos Policiales 25 y 11 que sigan intensificando sus patrullas en esta área, y le 
pediremos a la concejal Mitts que ponga atención inmediata a este asunto.  

Se anima a los vecinos que vean actividad sospechosa en la cuadra 1200 de North Keeler a 
llamar 911 Emergencias o Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th oficial de distrito (312) 746-5090.  

O contactar Consejal Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago (773) 379-0960.  

ÚNETE A NOSOTROS EN LA VIGILIA PARA DETENER LA VIOLENCIA EN EL 
BLOQUE DE 1200 N. KEELER!  
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27,  7 P.M. 

Our third prayer vigil was very well attended.  Alderman Emma Mitts came, as did 
Elizabeth Ramirez of Parents for Peace and Justice, and she spoke movingly of the death of 
her own son, murdered on his birthday three years ago.  Reverend Donald Davenport of 
the Caring Ministry of the Rock church gave an inspirational closing prayer, one of many 
offered by neighbors, many from this block, and many more from the surrounding blocks 
of our neighborhood, including Douglas Bostic, former president of Nobel Neighbors, 
which represents all of West Humboldt Park.  We will gather again this Wednesday, 
August 27, at 7 p.m. for a prayer vigil to call attention to the violence here.  For updates, 
Kathleen Day has created a Facebook page:  facebook.com/4100CrystalBlockClub.  Check 
it out!  

Neighbors who see suspicious activity on the 1200 block of North Keeler are encouraged to 
call 911 Emergency or Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th District CAPS officer at: (312) 746-5090  

Or contact Alderman Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago at: (773) 379-0960  

JOIN US AT THE VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF N. 
KEELER!  

VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN   CUADRA DE CRYSTAL Y KEELER  

MIERCOLES, 27 DE AUGUSTO      19 :00  

Nuestra tercera vigilia de oración el miércoles pasado fue un éxito, con la asistencia de 
muchos vecinos que se reunieron para pedir más protección policial en la cuadra 1200 de 
N. Keeler y así poner fin a la violencia que se ha incrementado de forma espectacular en el 
último mes. Los miembros de la comunidad, líderes vecinales, líderes de la iglesia, y todos 
los amigos interesados se reunirán de nuevo este miércoles, 27 de agosto a las 7 pm para 
una vigilia de oración para llamar la atención sobre esta situación. Pediremos a los 
Distritos Policiales 25 y 11 que sigan intensificando sus patrullas en esta área, y le 
pediremos a la concejal Mitts que ponga atención inmediata a este asunto.  

Se anima a los vecinos que vean actividad sospechosa en la cuadra 1200 de North Keeler a 
llamar 911 Emergencias o Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th oficial de distrito (312) 746-5090.  

O contactar Consejal Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago (773) 379-0960.  

ÚNETE A NOSOTROS EN LA VIGILIA PARA DETENER LA VIOLENCIA EN EL 
BLOQUE DE 1200 N. KEELER! 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3,  7 P.M. 

Our fourth prayer vigil was a success!  The staff members of Alderman Emma Mitts 
returned, and members of River City and New Life churches.  Many thanks to them, and 
to their churches!  Elizabeth Ramirez of Parents for Peace and Justice was back, with 
several members of her group.  A squad car from the 25th Police District was present, and a 
new candidate for Alderman of the 26th Ward, Juanita Irizarry, introduced herself to 
neighbors on this and surrounding blocks.  She spoke of her intention to address the issue 
of violence.  Douglas Bostic, former president of Nobel Neighbors, which represents all of 
West Humboldt Park, again spoke of the need for all of us to come together.  We will 
gather again this Wednesday, September 3, at 7 p.m. for a prayer vigil to call attention to 
the violence here.   

We have invited Congressman Danny Davis to our next vigil.  Residents are urged to call 
Representative Davis at (773) 533-7520 to URGE HIM TO ATTEND! 

For updates, Kathleen Day has created a Facebook page: 
facebook.com/4100CrystalBlockClub.  Check it out!  

JOIN US AT THE VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE ON THE 1200 BLOCK OF N. 
KEELER!  

VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN   CUADRA DE CRYSTAL Y KEELER  

MIERCOLES, 3 DE SETEMBRE      19 :00  

Nuestra tercera vigilia de oración el miércoles pasado fue un éxito, con la asistencia de 
muchos vecinos que se reunieron para pedir más protección policial en la cuadra 1200 de 
N. Keeler y así poner fin a la violencia que se ha incrementado de forma espectacular en el 
último mes. Los miembros de la comunidad, líderes vecinales, líderes de la iglesia, y todos 
los amigos interesados se reunirán de nuevo este miércoles, 3 de setembre a las 7 pm para 
una vigilia de oración para llamar la atención sobre esta situación. Pediremos a los 
Distritos Policiales 25 y 11 que sigan intensificando sus patrullas en esta área, y le 
pediremos a la concejal Mitts que ponga atención inmediata a este asunto.  

Se anima a los vecinos que vean actividad sospechosa en la cuadra 1200 de North Keeler a 
llamar 911 Emergencias o Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th oficial de distrito (312) 746-5090.  

O contactar Consejal Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago (773) 379-0960.  

ÚNETE A NOSOTROS EN LA VIGILIA PARA DETENER LA VIOLENCIA EN EL BLOQUE DE 1200 N. 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF CRYSTAL AND KEELER 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10,  7 P.M. 

Our fifth prayer vigil was a success!  Congressman Danny Davis sent, as his representative, 
the Assistant District Director, who thanked neighbors for their initiative.  Members of 
Parents for Peace and Justice returned, as did the Douglas Bostic, former president of 
Nobel Neighbors.  Members prayed for those present who have lost members of their 
family to violence recently, including several on Crystal.  Reverend Donald L. Davenport, 
President of the New 37th Ward Democratic Organization, led us in closing prayer. 

     We will gather again this Wednesday, September 10, at 7 p.m..  This will be our last 
scheduled vigil.  Our invited guest will be MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL!  

We have invited the mayor.  Residents are urged to call our Alderman, Emma Mitts, and to 
ask her to persuade the Mayor to join us for our last vigil, at 773-379-0960, or to go to 
Alderman Mitts office at 4924 West Chicago Avenue for her Ward Night, which will be 
held on Monday, September 8 at 4 p.m., to tell her in person! 

ASK MAYOR EMANUEL TO ATTEND OUR LAST VIGIL!! 

For updates, Kathleen Day has created a Facebook page: 
facebook.com/4100CrystalBlockClub.  Check it out!  

VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN   CUADRA DE CRYSTAL Y KEELER  

MIERCOLES, 10 DE SETEMBRE      19 :00  

Nuestra tercera vigilia de oración el miércoles pasado fue un éxito, con la asistencia de 
muchos vecinos que se reunieron para pedir más protección policial en la cuadra 1200 de 
N. Keeler y así poner fin a la violencia que se ha incrementado de forma espectacular en el 
último mes. Los miembros de la comunidad, líderes vecinales, líderes de la iglesia, y todos 
los amigos interesados se reunirán de nuevo este miércoles, 10 de setembre a las 7 pm para 
una vigilia de oración para llamar la atención sobre esta situación. Pediremos a los 
Distritos Policiales 25 y 11 que sigan intensificando sus patrullas en esta área, y le 
pediremos a la concejal Mitts que ponga atención inmediata a este asunto.  

Se anima a los vecinos que vean actividad sospechosa en la cuadra 1200 de North Keeler a 
llamar 911 Emergencias o Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th oficial de distrito (312) 746-5090.  

O contactar Consejal Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago (773) 379-0960.  

ÚNETE A NOSOTROS EN LA VIGILIA PARA DETENER LA VIOLENCIA EN EL BLOQUE DE 1200 N. KEELER! 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, at7 P.M. 

 As neighbors are aware, over the past three weeks there has been a significant 
increase in drug sales along the 3900, 4000, and 4100 blocks of Potomac Avenue from 
Springfield to Keeler.  As neighbors are also aware, drug sellers have recently painted signs on 
houses and buildings in this area, especially at street intersections, in order to advertise the 
sale of illegal drugs on Potomac Avenue. 

 On the 3900 block of Potomac Avenue, these new advertisements for new drug sales 
are prominently displayed, among other locations, at:  3915 W. Potomac, and at the corner of 
Potomac and Harding, 3937 W. Potomac (1256 N. Harding). 

 On the 4000 block of Potomac Avenue, these new advertisements for new drug sales 
are prominently displayed, among other locations, at:  the southeast, southwest, and 
northwest corners of the intersection of Potomac and Pulaski, at 4101 W. Potomac, and in 
the alley of this block at 4028 W. Crystal, at 4045 W. Potomac, and at 1245 N. Karlov. 

 On the 4100 block of Potomac Avenue, these new advertisements for new drug sales 
are prominently displayed, among other locations, at:  the southwest and northeast corners 
of Potomac and Karlov, at 4101 W. Potomac, and in the alley behind 4130 W. Potomac, which 
was also the site of an arson.  

 Drug sellers have begun advertising at these locations in order to call attention to 
their newly expanded drug sales.  Residents are encouraged to bring these new drug sales to 
the attention of their alderman, Ms. Emma Mitts, and to the attention of the CAPS Sergeant 
Christine Fico of the 25th police district.  Neighbors and friends will gather together on 
Thursday, October 30, at 7 p.m., at the corner of Potomac and Karlov, to request an end to 
these new drug sales and a removal of the new signs which promote them.  We will ask the 
25th district to step up their patrols on Potomac to prevent drug sales, and we will ask 
Alderman Mitts to give this matter her immediate attention, and to remove the signs which 
promote these new drug sales. 

 Neighbors who see drug sales or new signs for drug sales are encouraged to call: 

 911 Emergency, or Sgt. Christina Fico, 25th District CAPS officer, at:  (312) 746-5090, or  

 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts, 4924 W. Chicago Avenue, at:  (773) 379-0960 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 AT 7 P.M. 

 

 Our first vigil at Potomac and Karlov went well, with Jim Lundeen, a resident of 
Kamerling, leading friends and neighbors in prayer to put a stop to drug sales on the 3900, 
4000, and 4100 blocks of Potomac Avenue, from Springfield to Keeler. 

 Doug Bostic, former president of Nobel Neighbors, spoke of the efforts of that 
organization over the past twenty-five years to transform West Humboldt Park.  Since 1985, 
Nobel Neighbors has been involved in rehabbing vacant buildings, holding vigils against drug 
dealing and violence, and creating green space, such as the garden at Potomac and Karlov.  
Benita Savage, joined by Thelma Lambert and Paula, urged residents to attend the potluck 
lunch to be held in the Potomac garden on Saturday, November 1, at 11 a.m. 

 Bill Smiljanich, a Nobel Neighbors board member, explained what neighbors should do 
when they see signs advertising drug sales.  They should: 

1 note the exact street address of the graffiti sign 
2 call 311 to request the removal of the sign 

Roberto Torres, of Parents for Peace and Justice, spoke of the importance of removing these 
signs before drug traffic can establish itself in this location.  Juanita Irizarry, a candidate for 
26th Ward Alderman, said that she was pleased to stand with neighbors in taking back their 
neighborhood. 

 JoAnn Thomas, of the Crystal Street Block Club, led us in prayer and song, and said 
that she was happy to attend because many people from Potomac had come to the corner of 
Crystal and Keeler last month, where vigils were held there for six consecutive weeks to 
protest two murders on her block in July.  Kyle, a member of River City Church, 3940 N. 
Grand, also came from Crystal Street.  Both will be back next week. 

 Those attending the vigil thanked Sgt. Christine Fico, CAPS officer of the 25th District, 
and the officers in four patrol cars who attended the vigil.  The 25th District has stepped up 
patrols in recent days.  And some drug signs at the corner of Potomac and Karlov have 
already been removed!! 

ALL ARE INVITED TO THE NEXT VIGIL ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13 AT 7 P.M. 

 Our second weekly vigil to end drug sales on Potomac Avenue was a success, drawing 
more people than our first vigil on October 30, despite the cold temperatures. 

 Reverend Ruben Escobar Pepin, President of the local chapter of the Young Leaders 
Alliance, led us in opening prayer.  He commended residents for their action, telling the 
assembled neighbors and friends that by standing together they send a powerful message to 
the community. 

 Many participants came from other blocks, many for the first time, and spoke of some 
of the troubles they had experienced.  Marguerite came from Kamerling, Anita from Karlov, 
Deloris, Crystal and Tyshawn from Crystal.  Dwayne Thomas, also from Crystal, led us in a 
rousing prayer, asking the Lord to recognize the hardships of these neighbors, and the 
hardships of all of us. 

 Drug sale signs have been painted over in some places, but remain in others, most 
notably on the abandoned building at 4130 W. Potomac.  Residents should call 311 with the 
exact street address of any graffiti that they see to request that the city remove these drug 
signs immediately.  Police patrols have increased in recent weeks and two police cars from 
the 25th District were present at the vigil.   

 Several recent positive developments were noted.  Antwan McHenry, a Nobel 
Neighbors board member, and an administrator at Park West Academy on Hirsch Avenue, 
said that four teachers at his school are interesting in development of a recycling program.  
There was a successful potluck gathering held Saturday, November 1, in the garden at 
Potomac and Karlov.  Some teachers and students at Park West are interested in participating 
in the work of this garden, and in the many other urban lots which Nobel Neighbors has 
turned into recreational green spaces in West Humboldt Park since 1985.   

 Kyle O’Neill, a member of River City Church, 3940 W. Grand, was present, as was 
Elizabeth Ramirez, founder of Parents for Peace and Justice, wearing a button on her coat 
with the picture of her son, murdered on his 17th birthday. 

JOIN US FOR OUR LAST VIGIL 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, AT 7 P.M.  AT POTOMAC AND KARLOV!! 



63 
 

JOIN US IN CHRISTMAS CAROLING!! 

CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV  ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT 6 P.M. 

 Our third and last weekly vigil to end drug sales on Potomac Avenue was a success, 
drawing more people than our first two vigils, despite the frigid weather.  More than 25 
friends and neighbors came together.  As with the last vigil at Crystal and Keeler, on 
September 10, people spoke more than they sang.  New faces were present; some familiar 
faces were absent, perhaps attending the funeral of Ray Etta Watson, of Crystal Street. 

 Among those present was Amara Enyia, Executive Director of the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce and candidate for Mayor of Chicago.  She listened as many friends and neighbors 
spoke of the toll that violence has taken on them personally, and related the efforts of Nobel 
Neighbors and other partners to address the needs of West Humboldt Park. 

 Douglas Bostic, former president of Nobel Neighbors, pointed to the multi-unit 
buildings at Kamerling and Karlov and recalled how Nobel Neighbors had brought them to the 
attention of Uptown Habitat for Humanity, whose former Executive Director, Jim Lundeen, 
led our prayer, saying that each of us was called here for a reason.  Ken, who now lives on the 
4100 block of Potomac, said that he was a former resident of these low-income apartments. 

 TJ and Princeton, also residents of 4100 Potomac, spoke of the public art they had 
seen in other parks, and said such art should have a place here, perhaps in Potomac Gardens, 
which were created on the initiative of Nobel Neighbors, and which residents of the 4000 
block of Potomac showed, with pride, to Dr. Enyia. 

 Rochelle, who lost a brother to violence, spoke in favor of standing together, as a 
community, to send a message, as did Elizabeth Ramirez, founder of Parents for Peace and 
Justice, who lost a son to violence.  Marguerite, of Kamerling, and Anita, of Karlov, voiced 
their solidarity, as did Anita’s friend Crystal, whose sister was mugged last month at the 
corner of Crystal and Karlov.  Bill said he was pleased by the preemptive nature of this action. 

 Amara Enyia responded by saying that there needs to be a new way of thinking about 
community, about social problems the community faces, and a reordering of priorities.  In the 
past, for one example, Enyia has spoken of the need to treat violence as a public health issue, 
rather than as only an issue of criminal justice.  She called for change; she called for a new 
way of thinking about old problems, like violence, which the old solutions have not solved. 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS SINGING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, AT 6 P.M.  AT POTOMAC AND KARLOV!! 



64 
 

CHRISTMAS VIGILS 

 Friends and neighbors gathered together in the Potomac Gardens on December 12 to 
sing carols, drink hot chocolate and to share the Christmas spirit.  Many children came to this 
event, organized by Nobel Neighbors, a follow-up to vigils organized at Crystal and Keeler in 
August and September, and at Potomac and Karlov in October and November. 

 Robin Cline, Assistant Director of NeighborSpace, helped to bring people together in 
this green space, part of the continuing support of this organization for the Potomac Gardens 
which have been maintained for over twenty years by Benita and Rachael, of Potomac 
Avenue.  They got a cheer for their good work!  Bobby Cottrell and JoAnn Thomas came from 
Crystal, and circulated a card for Alberto, a neighbor there who recently suffered a stroke. 

 Jim and Jan Lundeen, from Kamerling, brought cocoa.  Karl Otto stoked the bonfire.    
Marguerite, also from Kamerling, suggested that we organize a potluck in the spring.  Antwan 
McHenry and Laura, the LSC president from Park West Academy for Fine Arts and Technology, 
on Tripp Avenue, brought song lyrics and led some songs in Spanish, respectively.  Sam sang. 

 Tara Stamps, a candidate for 37th Ward Alderman, thanked neighbors for their effort 
to take back West Humboldt Park, their neighborhood.  Ms. Stamps called for a more 
comprehensive approach to ending violence.  A CPS teacher, Ms. Stamps advocates a much 
stronger support for local schools, and for a range of social services connected with schools. 

 Don, an activist and member of River City Church, 3709 West Grand Avenue, led us in 
closing prayer, asking for clarity on the road ahead. 

 As we sang Jingle Bells, the 25th District squad car providing security suddenly roared 
off with sirens and flashing lights.  Neighbors later learned that there had been another 
shooting, another murder, two blocks away, at Springfield and Grand.  During our event.  
Rolando Leon, a young resident of the 1200 block of North Springfield, was the victim. 

 Springfield and Grand will be the site of our next vigil.  We will invite 26th Ward 
Alderman Roberto Maldonado and 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts to attend, and to work 
together to address violence on the 1200 block of Springfield, which is shared by both wards.   

Join us to end violence on the 1200 block of North Springfield!! 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 16 AT 7 P.M. 

AT THE CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD AND GRAND AVENUE 
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CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

 Friends and neighbors gathered on Monday December 16 at the corner of Springfield 
and Grand Avenue to celebrate the life and mourn the tragic death of Rolando Leon, a 
resident of the 1200 block of North Springfield Avenue.  Mr. Leon was murdered in his car 
here on December 12 as his young daughter sat in the back seat.  She escaped physical injury. 

 This meeting, organized by Nobel Neighbors, was joined by more than sixty neighbors 
from around West Humboldt Park, and by friends and organizations from the West Side of 
Chicago and elsewhere.  Our vigil followed ten other vigils organized by Nobel Neighbors 
since July, part of a continuing community response to violence by highlighting conditions 
which promote criminal activity—abandoned buildings, graffiti, drug sales—and by tightening 
coordination between local churches, elected officials, city authorities, and civic groups. 

 Jordon, Scott, and Ito were present from NewLife church at 1400 Springfield Avenue.  
Rev. Ruben Escobar Pepin, President of the local Young Leaders Alliance, gave a powerful 
speech, in which he said that “God plus one is a majority.”  Don, from River City Church, on 
Grand Avenue, asked for healing.  Paula came from Potomac Avenue, Doug from Pulaski 
Boulevard, Crystal from Karlov, Ito from Avers, Abraham from Springfield.  Other friends 
came from outside the neighborhood, from Kimball Avenue, from Oak Park, and elsewhere.    

Ito is a poet.   She agreed to read one of her poems at our next vigil. 

 The Leon family was present.  Ronaldo’s mother spoke movingly of the senseless 
waste of her son’s potential.  This had taken “a piece of my heart”, she said, before asking 
“And for what?”  She had lost a son, her other sons had lost a brother, and “this little girl has 
lost her father” she concluded, as Rolando’s three-year-old played at her feet.  Ms. Leon was 
consoled by all present, especially those from Parents for Peace and Justice, whose founder, 
Ms. Elizabeth Ramirez, spoke of the death of her own son from violence, three years ago. 

 Juanita Irizarry, candidate for 26th Ward Alderman, was present at this vigil, as she has 
been at past vigils, to call for more involvement on the part of all to address this safety 
emergency.  26th Ward Alderman Roberto Maldonado will be invited to our next vigil, as well 
as 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts.  They will be asked to give this area their attention, and 
to help us to board up the abandoned building at 1246 N. Springfield. 

      Join Nobel Neighbors for our next demonstration!  Let’s take back our streets! 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 AT 7 P.M. 

CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD AND GRAND AVENUE!! 



66 
 

PRAYER VIGIL 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 30 AT 7 P.M. 

CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD AND GRAND 

 Nobel Neighbors’ second vigil to commemorate the life of Rolando Leon was a 
success!  Many friends and neighbors gathered together at 7 p.m. last Tuesday, December 23, 
at the corner of Springfield and Grand, the location of Mr. Leon’s murder on December 12, to 
ask for more police patrols on the 1200 block of North Springfield, where Mr. Leon lived, and 
for cooperation between 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts and 26th Ward Alderman Roberto 
Maldonado to board up the abandoned buildings on this block! 

 Many present brought something tangible to the event.  Jerry Marechal, who 
describes himself as ‘a soldier for Christ’, brought white balloons which he filled with helium 
and distributed to those present, in Ronaldo’s memory.  Andy, from the Logan Square 
Ecumenical Council, brought sheets with the lyrics of Silent Night, in English and in Spanish, 
which we sang together, along with other spirituals.  Doug Bostic, former president of Nobel 
Neighbors, brought a coffee can, which was passed during the vigil, with the funds donated 
given to the Leon family. 

 Frank and Song, members of NewLife Church, on the 1400 block of Springfield, spoke 
of the need to come to know each other, and to know each other’s churches.  Don, from River 
City Church, on the 3700 block of West Grand, echoed this sentiment.  Rev. Ruben Escobar 
Pepin, president of the local chapter of the Young Leaders Alliance, said in his opening prayer 
that we need to bring up our children to know each other, spiritually. 

 Brandon Johnson, a neighbor who is a militant with the Chicago Teachers Union, said 
that the low level of investment in our public schools is a strong indirect contributor to the 
insecurity of our neighborhoods, where those without the skills or knowledge necessary to 
get decent jobs find themselves without employment options.  Tara Stamps, a candidate for 
37th Ward Alderman, challenged neighbors to fight for their schools.  The violence here, she 
said, is part of a larger agenda to serve the elite and well to do.  “We need to change that!  
We need to put our own agenda into action!” she said.  Ed Alvarez, a volunteer in the 
campaign of Adam Corona, a candidate for 26th Ward Alderman, passed out information. 

 At the end of the speeches and songs, we released the white balloons.  They were 
very beautiful as they floated away. 

Join us for our last vigil, next Tuesday, December 30, at 7 p.m.                 
Springfield and Grand Avenue! 
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PRAYER VIGIL 

DRAWS MANY TO THE 

CORNER OF SPRINGFIELD AND GRAND 

 Nobel Neighbors’ third and last vigil at the corner of Springfield and Grand Avenue 
was held last Tuesday, December 30, at 7 p.m. to bring attention to the recent violence on 
the 1200 block of North Springfield and surrounding streets.  Many neighbors and friends 
came out on a very cold night!  Once again, residents asked 26th Ward Alderman Roberto 
Maldonado and 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts to give this neglected border area of both 
their wards more attention, and in particular to ask for more police patrols and the boarding 
up of vacant properties which serve as a magnet for criminal activity. 

 Doug Bostic, former president of Nobel Neighbors, opened the gathering with song.  
Doug had invited a friend, a Lutheran, he said, who came all the way from 22nd and Pulaski to 
sing a hymn.  Jim Lundeen, of Kamerling, and Bianca, of Springfield, among many others, 
raised their voice along with Doug, and shared their thoughts and prayers. 

 Bianca said that she thought that one of the problems which bring crime to this area is 
very simply that kids get bored because they have no productive activities available to them.  
Members of NewLife Church, on the 1400 block of North Springfield, some of whom have 
attended all three vigils this month, invited residents to discover their church, and described 
a few of the many resources their organization provides, from job training and peer 
counseling to sports and social programming.   

 The Leon family was present, and thanked neighbors and friends for their support.  
Ronaldo Leon was murdered on this corner last December 12—the crime remains unsolved.  
Juanita Irizzary, a candidate for 26th Ward Alderman, expressed her solidarity with the Leon 
family, and with all of the many victims of crime in this area.  Ms. Irizzary attended the first 
Nobel Neighbors vigil on this corner December 16, and has attended several other vigils in 
recent months, in different locations where there has been violence or criminal activity. 

 Rev. Ruben Escobar Pepin, president of the local chapter of the Young Leaders 
Alliance, was present, once again, and spoke inspirationally, as ususal.  Rev. Pepin, like Ms. 
Irizzary, has attended many of the thirteen vigils held over the past six months of violence in 
West Humboldt Park.  He urged neighbors to continue to reach out to one another.  Members 
of the NewLife church led us in closing prayer. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL FROM NOBEL NEIGHBORS!!! 
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VIGIL AGAINST VIOLENCE 

CORNER OF GRAND AND SPRINGFIELD 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26 AT 11 A.M. 

 

MEET CHUY GARCIA 
 

    Our prayer vigils of last year have brought some attention to the neighborhood, 
with more police patrols and recognition from our elected officials, including U.S. 
Representative Danny Davis!  NOBEL NEIGHBORS has invited mayoral candidate Jesus 
‘Chuy’ Garcia to come to visit West Humboldt Park, to talk with neighbors and friends 
about these pressing problems and to offer some of his own ideas about how to best address 
them.  The issue of violent crime and drug sales on Crystal Street, on Potomac Avenue and 
on Springfield Avenue gave rise to the weekly community vigils held last August, 
September, October, November and December at the corners of Keeler and Crystal, 
Karlov and Potomac, and Grand and Springfield.  We will call upon our friends in the 
Crystal Street Block Club, the Potomac Block Club, and the Springfield Block Club, who 
were critical to the success of the vigils last year, to engage with Mr. Garcia about finding 
real solutions to the violence which touches all who live here. 

 

     We will gather at the corner of GRAND AND SPRINGFIELD at 11 a.m. on 
THURSDAY, MARCH 26.  Our invited guest will be CHUY GARCIA!  

  

VIGILIA DE ORACIÓN   CUADRA DE GRAND Y 
SPRINGFIELD 

JUEVES, 26 DE MARZO      11:00 DE LA MANANA 

ENCUENTRO EL CANDIDATO POR ALCALDE 
JESUS ‘CHUY’ GARCIA!! 
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VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE 
 

AT THE CORNER OF 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 AT 11 A.M. 
 
 

 As neighbors are aware, there was a shooting at the corner of Keeler and Division 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, March 24.  This comes only a few weeks after a store at this 
location was robbed at gunpoint.  As neighbors are also aware, the drug dealing and 
violence at this location led to two murders less than a block from this corner in the month 
of July, last year.   
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS  asks for more police patrols from the 11th District (Beat 
1111) and from the 25th District (Beat 2534), and a regular police presence on this corner 
until the violence and criminal activity subsides!  Residents ask our Alderman, Emma 
Mitts, to persuade the 11th and the 25th police districts to coordinate their actions on this 
corner!  Parents of the children from Brian Piccolo Grammar School, Park West Academy, 
and Nobel Grammar School demand safety for their children, who walk by this dangerous 
corner!   
 
    NOBEL NEIGHBORS and local Block Clubs will hold a vigil on this corner to 
bring attention to this problem before there are more shootings.  At our last vigil, held 
Thursday, March 26, we were joined by PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, by 
YOUNG LEADERS ALLIANCE, and ARISE CHICAGO, among others.  The event 
received considerable media coverage from several newspapers and television stations.  We 
hope to bring the same attention to the corner of Keeler and Division until the drug sales 
and violence has ended. 
 

Residents are urged to call: 
 

Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 
and 

Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 
and 

37th Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 
 

JOIN THE VIGIL ON SATURDAY APRIL 4 AT 11 A.M.!! 
 

BRING AN END TO VIOLENCE AND DRUG SALES AT 
 

DIVISION ST. AND KEELER AVE!! 
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VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE 
 

AT THE CORNER OF 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 11 AT 11 A.M. 
 
 
 Our first vigil at the corner of Division and Keeler, held Saturday, April 4 at 11 
a.m., was a success. Representatives from 37th ward Alderman Emma Mitts joined 
residents and several officers of the 25th and 11th Police Districts to draw attention to the 
recent violence and drug dealing on and around this corner.  As neighbors are aware, the 
drug dealing and violence at this location led to two murders less than a block from this 
corner in the month of July, last year.   
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS  asks for more police patrols from the 11th District (Beat 
1111) and from the 25th District (Beat 2534), and a regular police presence on this corner 
until the violence and criminal activity subsides!  Residents ask our Alderman, Emma 
Mitts, to persuade the 11th and the 25th police districts to coordinate their actions on this 
corner!  Parents of the children from Brian Piccolo Grammar School, Park West Academy, 
and Nobel Grammar School demand safety for their children, who walk by this dangerous 
corner!   
 
    NOBEL NEIGHBORS and local Block Clubs will hold a second vigil on this corner 
to bring attention to this problem before there are more shootings, next Saturday, April 11, 
at 11 a.m.  Residents are urged to attend the Beat 1111 meeting which will be held Tuesday, 
April 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Piccolo School, 1040 N. Keeler. 
 
 Residents who see illegal activity can call these numbers. 
 

Residents are urged to call: 
 

Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 
and 

Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 
and 

37th Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 
 

JOIN THE VIGIL ON SATURDAY APRIL 11 AT 11 A.M.!! 
 

BRING AN END TO VIOLENCE AND DRUG SALES AT 
 

DIVISION ST. AND KEELER AVE!! 
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THIRD VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE 
 

AT THE CORNER OF 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 18 AT 11 A.M. 
  
 
 Our second vigil at the corner of Division and Keeler was held April 11 at 11 a.m.. 
John Campos, an organizer from the 11th Police District (and long-time resident of West 
Humboldt Park), spoke to residents about solidarity.  Doug Bostic, former president of 
NOBEL NEIGHBORS, said that the most important thing that neighbors can do is to get 
to know one another.  Juanita Irizarry, an urban planner, said that big numbers of 
protesters cannot be ignored.  Antwan McHenry, an administrator at Park West Academy, 
and a member of the NOBEL NEIGHBORS board of Directors, said that residents need to 
address problems such as violence constructively.  Only by doing this can we take our 
future into our own hands!   
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS is pleased to see that there have been many more police 
patrols on the corner of Division and Keeler lately.  Residents will ask our Alderman, Ms. 
Emma Mitts, to fast track a new sidewalk for the 1200 block of North Keeler, which is in 
deplorable condition on the eastern side of the street.   
 
    NOBEL NEIGHBORS and local Block Clubs will hold a third and final vigil on this 
corner to continue to bring attention to this area.  Our final vigil will be next Saturday, 
April 18, at 11 a.m.  Residents are asked to call our Alderman, Emma Mitts, and urge her 
to attend, and to lobby the city for a new sidewalk there! 
 
 Residents who see illegal activity can call these numbers. 
 

Residents are urged to call: 
 

Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 
and 

Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 
and 

37th Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 
 

COME TO OUR FINAL VIGIL ON SATURDAY APRIL 18 AT 11 A.M.!! 
 

BRING AN END TO VIOLENCE AND DRUG SALES AT 
 

DIVISION ST. AND KEELER AVE.!! 
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CLEAN AND GREEN IN THE POTOMAC GARDENS 
 

CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV  
 

SATURDAY MAY 2 FROM 9 A.M. UNTIL NOON 
  
 Our third vigil at the corner of Division and Keeler was held April 18 at 11 a.m. 
with our biggest crowd here so far.  Don Kush, a member of River City Church, led us in 
opening prayer, and called for an end to insecurity.  Alderman Emma Mitts was present 
and said that she was pleased to join with neighbors in taking back their streets.  Alderman 
Mitts lead us in song, singing This Little Light of Mine.  Antwan McHenry, a member of the 
NOBEL NEIGHBORS board of directors, said that he had joined that organization two 
years ago, and thought that the vigils on this corner and elsewhere in the neighborhood 
were a chance for neighbors to get to know each other. 
  
      Diane, a resident of the 4000 block of West Crystal, came with her daughter and 
granddaughter, and called the attention of Alderman Mitts to the open and abandoned 
building on the southeast corner of Karlov and Crystal (4057 W. Crystal), which is a 
serious danger to residents.  Jan and Jim Lundeen, residents of Kamerling Avenue for the 
past 15 years, showed the Alderman the sidewalk of the east side of the 1200 block of North 
Keeler which is in dire need of replacement.  Ms. Mitchell, of the 4100 block of West 
Crystal, said that she was pleased to report that she had seen more police patrols in recent 
weeks. 
 
   Pastor Rene Velazquez spoke of his church, In Search of Our People Ministry, 915 
N. Pulaski, and told those present of his efforts to feed the homeless.  Meals are available 
every Saturday at his church from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m..  Those who would like more 
information can call him at (773) 216-7114.  The group applauded Pastor Velazquez for his 
efforts. 
 

Kathleen Day, of the 4100 block of West Crystal, and board member of NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS, announced that NOBEL NEIGHBORS has a new Executive Director, 
Cedric McKay; she urged all to come to meet him at the Potomac Gardens on Saturday, 
May 2, for a day of cleaning and planting.  The Potomac Gardens were created by NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS over 20 years ago and have been maintained by the residents of West 
Humboldt Park ever since.  This is our garden! 

 
Two young residents of 4100 W. Crystal, Tyshun Mitchell and Kemaun Phillips, led 

us in inspirational closing prayers.  They did not ask for anything, but instead gave a short 
list of those things for which they were thankful. 

 
JOIN US SATURDAY, MAY 2 AT 9 A.M. IN THE POTOMAC 

GARDENS!! 
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BLOCK CLUB TRAINING 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, AT 9 A.M. 

25TH POLICE DISTRICT AUDITORIUM, 5555 W. GRAND AVENUE 

 NOBEL NEIGHBORS invites residents to attend a Block Club Training scheduled for this 
Saturday, May 9, at 9 a.m.  Maria Chavero, the community organizer for the 25th District, will be 
conducting the event, which will last about an hour, with refreshments to follow. 

 In recent months, there has been an increased police presence in the vicinity of the corner of 
Division and Keeler streets.  This is due in no small part because of the actions of residents, who have 
called the 11th and 25th police districts, and their Alderman, Ms. Emma Mitts, when they observed 
suspicious activity.  Residents have also responded to the efforts of 11th District organizer John 
Campos, who helped to spread the word about weekly vigils on this corner held by NOBEL NEIGHBORS 
on April 4, April 11, and April 18, the last of which was attended by our Alderman. 

 This community action has brought the corner the attention which it deserves! 

 Ms. Chavero will teach those who attend the May 9 training some simple skills about how to 
better organize a Block Club, as has been organized on Crystal Street, on Keystone, and on Potomac 
which held a successful clean and green event last Saturday, May 2, at the  Potomac Gardens at the 
corner of Potomac and Karlov.  Some basic techniques for addressing community concerns, such as 
creating “phone trees” will also be explained. 

 And this is a great way to get to know your neighbors! 

 Another big event scheduled for this corner is the Beat 1111 monthly meeting!  This meeting is 
normally held inside Piccolo School, but in June will be held outside, in front of 1148 N. Keeler, just 
south of the corner of Division and Keeler!  Many residents and many police from the 11th police 
district will be there, and NOBEL NEIGHBORS will invite Alderman Emma Mitts to come also! 

 The Beat 1111 meeting will be held Tuesday, June 2 at 6 p.m. at 1148 N. Keeler.  Hot dogs and 
soft drinks will be served!  Come out to meet your neighbors and local Police Beat officers! 

Residents who see illegal activity can call these numbers. 
 

Residents are urged to call: 
 

Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 
and 

Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 
and 

37th Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 
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VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE 
 

AT THE CORNER OF 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

TUESDAY MAY 19 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 
 Friends and Neighbors will gather together at the corner of Division and Keeler for 
a vigil to prevent violence this Tuesday, at 7 p.m.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will join with 
churches and civic organizations to call the attention of the 11th District and 25th District 
police, as well as that of 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts to this area, as well as to two 
other hot spots in the neighborhood:  at Crystal and Kildare, where heroin is sold, and at 
the corner of Potomac and Karlov, where drug sales have recently picked up. 
 
 Our coalition of groups, which includes PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
and THE PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT, will partner with 11th District Organizer John 
Campos and 25th District Organizer Maria Chavero to organize the 1100 and 1200 blocks 
of N. Keeler into Block Clubs.  Neighbors will show these organizers abandoned buildings 
which are the source of many problems, notably the vacant and open building at 4057 W. 
Crystal! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS urges all residents to come out to join us in this vigil against 
violence, on TUESDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P.M. for the NEXT THREE WEEKS.  We will 
keep these three hot spots in the spotlight until they are quiet! 
 
 Neighbors who wish to organize block clubs, or have a problem with abandoned 
buildings, or who see suspicious activity or drug sales on their block are urged to call John 
Campos at the 11th District (south of Division) and Maria Chavero at the 25th District 
(north of Division).  NOBEL NEIGHBORS asks for more police patrols from the 11th 
District (Beat 1111) and from the 25th District (Beat 2534), and a regular police presence on 
these corners until the violence and criminal activity subsides!  
 

 
Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 

and 
Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 

and 
37th Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 

 
JOIN THE VIGIL THIS TUESDAY, MAY 19, AT 7 P.M.!! 

 



75 
 

SECOND VIGIL TO STOP VIOLENCE 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

TUESDAY MAY 26 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 
 The vigil organized by NOBEL NEIGHBORS at the corner of Division and Keeler 
last Tuesday, May 19, was a big success!  Many organizations and residents from around 
the neighborhood of West Humboldt Park joined with police from the 25th and 11th 
Districts to call attention to the violence on this corner and the drug sales at two other hot 
spots:  at Kildare and Crystal, where heroin is sold, and at Potomac and Karlov, where 
loitering and drug sales have increased in recent weeks.   
 
 PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE and THE PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT were 
represented by Cata and Benn, who spoke of their efforts to combat violence in this area, 
and by Robert Torres, who will be travelling to Washington, D.C., to call the attention of 
our elected representatives there to their own district.  James, from the SPIRIT OF 
CHRIST CHURCH, located at Kamerling and Karlov, across the street from Nobel School, 
brought members of his congregation to “take back our neighborhood” as one of them 
said. 
 
 Maria Chavero, organizer for the 25th District, told residents of a seminar on 
internet security and softball game the District is hosting this Friday, May 22 at 5 p.m., at 
5555 W. Grand.  Patrolman Ortiz informed residents that tickets have been issued for the 
abandoned building at 4057 W. Crystal.  Lieutenant Conrad, of the 25th District, was 
present, as were several patrol cars and a tactical unit—and at the end of a demonstration, 
a group of twenty officers on bicycles came by!  Many thanks from residents were 
expressed for their presence at the vigil. 
 
 Jim, a resident of Kamerling, offered a prayer for the son of a friend recently struck 
by violence; Elliott, Maura and Chris, of the 4300 block of Crystal, distributed flyers for 
the meeting; Doug, the former president of NOBEL NEIGBORS, suggested that signs be 
made for the next vigil; residents of the 1100 block of Keeler, which we are attempting to 
organize into a block club, joined us; and Ms. Fletcher and Mr. McKinley from the office 
of 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts led us in a rousing rendition of We Shall Overcome. 
 
      Our coalition of groups will partner with 11th District Organizer John Campos and 
25th District Organizer Maria Chavero to organize the 1100 and 1200 blocks of N. Keeler 
into Block Clubs. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS urges all residents to come out to join us in this vigil against 
violence, on TUESDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P.M. for the NEXT TWO WEEKS.  We will 
keep these three hot spots in the spotlight until they are quiet! 
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--PRESS RELEASE-- 
 

THE BIGGEST BEAT MEETING IN CHICAGO!! 
 

AT THE CORNER OF 
 

DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 2 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 Friends and neighbors will gather together at the corner of Division and Keeler to 
celebrate the reduction of violence and drug sales on this corner and at two other 
neighborhood hot spots since April.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS joins with churches and civic 
organizations to invite them to attend a celebration of this success at the monthly Beat 1111 
meeting.  Hot dogs and soft drinks will be served!   
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS and its partners have held vigils at this corner three times 
last month, on April 4, 11, and 18, and two times this month, on May 19 and 26.  Protection 
for CPD Beats 1111 and 2534 have increased substantially!  11th and 25th District 
organizers John Campos and Maria Chavero have attended some of the neighborhood 
vigils, and conducted valuable trainings on how to build block clubs.  37th Ward Alderman 
Emma Mitts, and her staff members, Ms. Fletcher and Mr. McKinley, have also attended 
several vigils, and responded to community concerns in a practical fashion. 
 
 Several partners have played a key role, including Elizabeth Ramirez and Robert 
Torres of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE and THE PEOPLES MOVEMENT.  
Andy Willis, an artist for THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE, has been present and given 
inspirational insight, as has Don, of RIVER CITY CHURCH, James of SPIRIT OF 
CHRIST CHURCH, and others, from NEWLIFE CHURCH. 
 
 The violence continues, of course.  At our May 26 vigil, a father told of the murder 
of his daughter, Frances Colon, an honor student at Clemente High School.  Residents of 
4000 Kamerling complained of an abandoned building on their block, and Ms. Newton, of 
the 1100 Keeler block, lamented the lack of religion for our children.  Dwayne Thomas, of 
4100 Crystal, led us in inspirational closing prayer. 
 
 Still, this is a moment of success for the neighborhood!  Churches, civic 
organizations and police have addressed hot spots and cooled them down!  Come to the 
Beat 1111 meeting with suggestions for our next challenge!! 

 
JOIN US AT DIVISION AND KEELER JUNE 2 AT 6 P.M.!! 
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VIGIL TO ADDRESS ABANDONED BUILDINGS!! 
 

KARLOV AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 16 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 The 11th Police District monthly Beat 1111 meeting held last Tuesday, June 2, at the 
corner of Division and Keeler, was attended by over sixty people!  NOBEL NEIGHBORS 
and many other organizations in West Humboldt Park and from around the West Side of 
Chicago joined with police from the 25th and 11th Districts for the third consecutive week to 
address the issue of violence on this corner and the drug sales at two other hot spots:  at 
Kildare and Crystal, where heroin is sold, and at Potomac and Karlov, where loitering and 
drug sales have increased recently. 
 
 While Beat 1111 facilitators Sue, Sandy and Charles grilled hot dogs, assisted by 
John Campos and Maria Chavero, Organizers for the 11th and 25th Police Districts, Pastor 
Bruce Ray of Kimball Church led us in opening prayer.  Ms. Newton, of the 1100 block of 
Keeler, led us in singing Will the Circle Be Unbroken?  Thanks to Pete and Jack’s corner 
store for donations to the meal! 
 
 Many who attended vigils on this corner on Tuesday, May 19 and on Tuesday, May 
26 were joined by residents coming for the first time.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS board 
member and resident of Kamerling, Jim Lundeen, told of his efforts to engage residents to 
reclaim the Potomac Gardens, at the corner of Potomac and Karlov.  Della, resident of the 
1100 block of Keeler, spoke of being wounded by a bullet to the mouth and surviving.  Like 
many of those present, she wore orange clothing, to commemorate victims of violence, to 
honor their memory. 
 
 Krystal, who will go to Washington D.C. this weekend with PARENTS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE, told us that something is very wrong when her five-year-old 
mistakes firecrackers for the sound of gunshots.  James, the talented organist for the 
SPIRIT OF CHRIST CHURCH, expressed his solidarity with residents.  Don, of RIVER 
CITY CHURCH, distributed flyers in support of the Chicago Teachers Union.  Andy Willis 
provided copies of THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE newspaper. 
 
 Beat 1111 officers were joined by 11th District Commander Barbara West, who 
thanked residents for coming.  The Beat 1111 facilitators and officers, as well as the 
District organizers and Commander West received a long round of applause from residents 
for their efforts to make this corner and these hot spots quieter. 
 
 Our next vigil will be on Tuesday, June 16 at 7 p.m. at the corner of Karlov and 
Crystal, where an abandoned building at 4057 W. Crystal is a big problem.  Residents 
should bring a list of abandoned buildings on their own block to this vigil! 

 
JOIN US TUESDAY JUNE 16 AT 7 P.M. AT KARLOV AND CRYSTAL!! 
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OUR SECOND VIGIL ABOUT ABANDONED BUILDINGS!! 
 

KARLOV AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 23 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 Our first vigil at the corner of Karlov and Crystal last Tuesday, June 16, was a 
success!  Several present spoke of the connection between the issue of abandoned buildings 
and a variety of other issues of importance to our neighborhood such as drug sales, 
violence, and a lack of opportunities for constructive activity open to our young people, 
especially over the summer.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will have two more vigils on this 
corner to drive home this connection, on the coming two Tuesdays, June 23 and June 30.  
Officers from the 25th District stopped by during the vigil as they checked on the situation 
at the corner of Karlov and Potomac, where there has been increased loitering in the first 
two weeks of June.   
   
 Neighbors are invited to make a list of the abandoned properties on their block, and 
to come to the vigils to speak about the problems that these abandoned buildings have 
created or contributed to on their block.  Together, we will take action more effectively, as 
a group! 
 
 Antwan McHenry, an administrator at Park West Academy and NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS board member, led us in opening prayer, asking for guidance in our way 
forward, especially in leading the youth of our neighborhood.  He spoke of the efforts of his 
organization, www.ucanturnitaround.com , which seeks to support disadvantaged youth in 
their endeavors to turn the negative circumstances surrounding them into a positive 
approach to the future. 
 
 Krystal spoke movingly of her recent trip as part of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE to Washington D.C., where family members from across the country spoke to 
their elected officials about the pressing need to address the root causes of violence, a 
violence which afflicts their communities just as it afflicts West Humboldt Park. 
 
      Kyle, a resident of Crystal Street and member of the RIVER CITY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, 3709 W. Grand, spoke of the efforts of his church to help neighborhood youth 
GED preparation and job training programs. 
 
 Doug, former president of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, said that the most important 
thing is to talk to our neighbors, and to get to know them.  In his closing prayer, Don, a 
longtime community activist, called for collective action.  He spoke of the St. Sabina March 
for Peace which he will attend on the south side this Friday, June 19 at St. Sabina Church, 
1210 W. 78th Place, and he urged others to come. 

 
JOIN US THIS TUESDAY, JUNE 23 AT 7 P.M. AT KARLOV AND CRYSTAL!! 

http://www.ucanturnitaround.com/
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MARCH FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE!! 
 

KARLOV AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 30 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 Our second vigil at the corner of Karlov and Crystal was held last Tuesday, June 23, 
and attended by more than twenty people.  Maggie and Beth, of Crystal Street, were 
pleased to see the community coming together, and asked why word of the demonstration 
was not more widespread.  Jim Lundeen, board member of NOBEL NEIGHBORS and 
resident of Kamerling, led us in opening prayer, asking for inspiration to combat the 
violence in our community. 
 
 Robert Torres, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, spoke of his 
organization’s trip to Washington D.C. earlier this month, to deliver a call for peace to our 
elected representatives.  Robert said that the real power, however, is not in Washington, 
but here, in the streets. “A movement without people is no movement!” 
 
 Robert was joined by Milagro and Rafael, whose eighteen-year-old daughter was a 
victim of gun violence last October.  Both spoke movingly of their daughter, and of their 
efforts to prevent similar murders from afflicting other parents.  They also provide grief 
counseling to family members when violence strikes them, offering a sympathetic ear and 
understanding only a fellow victim can give. 
 
 Residents of Potomac spoke with concern of the deteriorating situation at the corner 
of Potomac and Karlov, which has experienced vandalism and an increase in graffiti.  
Young men—from outside the neighborhood—gather there in increasing numbers to loiter 
and sell drugs.  Residents who observe suspicious activity are urged to call 911 or 25th 
District CAPS Officer Chris Trainer at (312) 746-5090.   
 
 As residents are aware, 18-year-old Chad Harris was murdered at 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 20, at the corner of Division and Kildare.  Residents with information 
about this crime are urged to call Police District 11 CAPS program at (312) 746-9841 or the 
Police District 25 CAPS program at (312) 746-5090 and 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts 
at (773) 379-0960. 
 
 In response to this murder, NOBEL NEIGHBORS will lead a march from the 
abandoned building at the corner of Karlov and Crystal to the site of this tragic murder.  
We will return with stops at Crystal and Kildare, a half block north, where heroin is sold, 
and end with a smoke-out barbeque with hot dogs and refreshments at Potomac and 
Karlov, where loitering and graffiti and vandalism are now so prevalent.  Join us!  
Alderman Emma Mitts will be our invited guest!! 
 

MARCH!!  TUESDAY, JUNE 30 AT 7 P.M. AT KARLOV AND CRYSTAL!! 
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VIGIL TO STOP DRUG SALES!! 
KILDARE AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET 

 
TUESDAY JULY 14 AT 6 P.M. 

 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ third vigil at the corner of Karlov and Crystal to draw 
attention to abandoned buildings was held last Tuesday, June 30, and was the gathering 
point for a march through our West Humboldt Park community in which over sixty people 
walked!  We sang, and spoke, and prayed, reaching out to neighbors along the way before 
gathering for hot dogs and refreshments! 
 
 Karlov and Crystal.  Kyle, a resident of Crystal, joined by Dan Hill, pastor of the 
RIVER CITY COMMUNITY Church, 3709 W. Grand, addressed our gathering with an 
opening prayer.  Conviction and determination are qualities needed to face the continuing 
struggles here, when they don’t have obvious solutions.  It is as important to look inward as 
to look outward.  He asked for spiritual guidance.  As we walked up Division Street, Toya 
of the SPIRIT OF CHRIST Church, 1345 N. Karlov, inspired us with her beautiful voice in 
singing This Little Light of Mine. 
 
 Division and Keeler.  Accompanied by CAPS officer Chris Trainer, CAPS Sergeant 
Christina Fico, Organizer Maria Chavero of the 25th Police District, and an escort of 
several patrol officers from Beat 2534, we marched until we reached this corner, where 
Minister George Bady, Jr., of THE WORD WORKS Church, 4118 W. Division was 
waiting for us.  Minister Bady organizes vigils to stop violence every Wednesday at 
Madison and Central.  The pastor used the example of his own troubled youth as a road 
map for others to find the path to a better future. 
 
 Division and Kildare.  We gathered near the spot where eighteen-year-old Chad 
Harris was murdered last June 20, to commemorate his brief life and offer our condolences 
to his family.  Here, two marchers spoke about their own loss of loved ones to violence, one 
holding a poster color photo of their beautiful daughter, who was murdered last year.  
Bishop James F. Stevenson, Jr., of the NEW HOPE M. B. Church, 4255 W. Division, called 
for ‘unity in the community’!  He urged residents and church leaders to join him in unity 
at his church, on July 14, at 7 p.m. 
 
 Kildare and Crystal.  Robert Torres and Elizabeth Ramirez of PARENTS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE led us in chanting “It is time—to stop the crime!” and we gathered 
at this corner where heroin is sold.  JoAnn Thomas offered a moving prayer and her 
daughter, Mayra, sang Walking Up the King’s Highway.  Marchers welcomed Cedric 
McCay, the new Executive Director for NOBEL NEIGHBORS.   
 
 Potomac and Karlov.  Our march concluded with refreshments and hot dogs 
prepared by volunteers David and Jan.  We will gather next on Tuesday, July 14, at 6 p.m. 
at Kildare and Crystal to draw attention to drug sales there.  JOIN US!! 
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VIGIL TO STOP DRUG SALES!! 
 

KILDARE AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET 
 

TUESDAY JULY 21 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ first vigil to call attention to the sale of heroin at the corner 
of Kildare and Crystal was held last Tuesday, July 14, and was successful, including a 
clean-up of the vacant lot on the corner, and a meeting afterwards at the NEW HOPE M. 
B. CHURCH, attended by 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts and various pastors and 
residents of the community. 
  
 PARK WEST ACADEMY administrator Atwan McHenry led the opening prayer, 
offering reasons for our coming together at this corner at this time.  These reasons include 
the need to address the community concern with drug sales and the violence which 
accompanies it:  Chad Harris, an 18-year-old resident, was murdered last June 20 just half 
a block from the site of the vigil.  Our gathering is also a way for us to get to know each 
other, to reach out to young people in need of path to their future, and a way to involve 
churches, in particular, in this outreach. 
  
 Krystal Robledo, a 22-year-old mother of three children, and a resident of Crystal 
Street, was present.  Krystal is a member of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, an 
organization founded by family members who have lost loved ones to violence.  Doug 
Bostic, former president of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, urged those present to get to know each 
other, and to address the problems on their own block. 
 
 James, the organist for the SPIRIT OF CHRIST CHURCH, 1345 N. Karlov, spoke 
in witness to the good works of his organization, and invited all within the sound of his 
voice to come listen to his music, and to the power of the Word, at the 10 a.m. Sunday 
services.  Bishop James F. Stevenson, Jr. of the NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH, 4255 W. 
Division, invited all those present to come to his church, following the vigil, to meet with 
pastors and politicians in order to find a way to address the issues which affect us all. 
 
 After closing prayer by Don Kush, of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
those attending the vigil passed out garbage bags and joined community residents in 
cleaning up the trash in the vacant lot where drugs are often sold.  In a few minutes, a 
measureable improvement was seen. 
 
 The meeting at NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH was addressed by Alderman Mitts, 
who spoke of the social causes of violence.  It was resolved that we would meet again on the 
second Tuesday of each month, at 7 p.m. 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR SECOND VIGIL AT KILDARE AND CRYSTAL 
TUESDAY JULY 21 AT 7 P.M.!! 
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KILDARE AVENUE AND CRYSTAL STREET VIGIL 
 

TUESDAY JULY 28 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ second vigil to call attention to the sale of heroin at the 
corner of Kildare and Crystal was joined last Tuesday, July 21 by more than thirty friends 
and neighbors, many coming from local churches to show their support.  Officer Martinez 
and his partner in Beat 2534 attended, and received a round of applause from residents, 
who thanked them for the relative calm which has returned to this corner over the past two 
weeks, following an increased police presence and some arrests. 
 
 Jim and Jan Lundeen, residents of Kamerling for the past 17 years, invited all 
neighbors to a Meet-and-Greet Picnic to be held this Saturday, July 25th from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at the community garden at the corner of Karlov and Potomac.  Residents will have 
an opportunity to meet the new Executive Director of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, Cedric 
McCay, and to share a meal together.  Let’s celebrate! 
 
 Numerous residents of the 4300 block of Crystal spoke of the need for residents to 
respect one another, and to organize themselves into an effective power.  Elizabeth 
Ramirez, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, urged friends to join the struggle not 
just where they live, but in neighboring areas as well.  She lost a son to violence four years 
ago—this tragedy led her to found her powerful group.   
 
 Members of NEW LIFE COVENANT CHURCH, 3400 W. Division, passed out 
flyers for their back to school HopeFest, which will be held this Saturday, July 25, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  This will be a party, with face painting, music, clowns, and free school 
supplies distributed.   
  
 Residents were informed that children in need of food can go to the NEW MT. 
MORIAH M. B. CHURCH, 1501 N. Harding Avenue, Rev. Robert Williams, Pastor.  No 
registration or ID is required for children to receive a free breakfast, from 9 to 10 a.m., or 
free lunch, from 12 to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday.     
 
 And for those of us who want to make sense of our problems, Andy Willis, an artist 
for The People’s Tribune invited all to a public discussion to be held Friday, July 31, at 6:30 
p.m. at the FIRST LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 3500 W. Fullerton Avenue.  
Refreshments will be served! 
 
 Brandon Green, youth minister of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3709 
W. Grand Avenue, led us in closing prayer.  Quoting scripture eloquently, he reminded us 
that for all, there is a time and a season. 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR THIRD VIGIL AT KILDARE AND CRYSTAL 
TUESDAY JULY 28 AT 7 P.M.!! 
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HADDON STREET AND KILDARE AVENUE VIGIL!! 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 11 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ third vigil to bring attention to drug sales at the corner of 
Kildare and Crystal was a big success, though drug sales continue, on a reduced level, in 
this area.  On the way to the meeting, a young man in a van asked Don Kush, a member of 
River City Community Church, 3709 W. Grand, if he wanted some ‘rock’.  Thinking on his 
feet, he replied, “No thanks, I’ve already got my rock:  Jesus!”  Don led us in opening 
prayer, asking for the spiritual guidance to know where and how to fight. 
 
 A longtime resident of Crystal Street, Monique, said that she was encouraged by the 
turnout at the vigils on this corner over the past few weeks, and the effect that this presence 
has had on reducing the sale of heroin here.  She has lived on this block since she was a 
child, and said that it was very discouraging to her that she recently had to tell her eight-
year-old son that he could not play outside, that this was too dangerous.  Neighbors shared 
her outrage. 
 
 Antwan McHenry, administrator at Park West Academy, said that collective 
progress comes down to numbers, and to organization.  Joined by Douglas Bostic, former 
president of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, they urged Joyce, Joseph, and Maura, all residents of 
the 4300 block of Crystal, to contact the 25th District organizer, Maria Chavero, at 
Maria.Chavero@chicagopolice.org in order to get a registered block club. 
 

The 25th District is holding a Take Back the Street picnic on Tuesday, September 4, 
at 5 p.m. at the 25th District Headquarters, 5555 W. Grand.  Attending this function, part 
of national event, is one way to put up numbers and organization! 
 
 Jan Lundeen, resident of Kamerling Avenue, spoke of the event last Saturday in the 
Potomac Gardens, at the corner of Potomac and Karlov, in order for residents to come to 
know each other better, and to introduce the new NOBEL NEIGHBORS Executive 
Director, Cedric McCay.  Support from several churches made the gathering productive.  
Rebecca Templeton, Pastor of The Spirit of Christ Church, 1345 N. Karlov, was one of 
many church leaders who broke bread with us. 
 
 Our next vigil will be at the corner of Haddon and Kildare, one block south of 
Crystal and Kildare, where drugs are sold and loitering has increased.  We will meet at 6 
p.m., before attending a second meeting of church leaders with Bishop James F. Stevenson, 
Jr., at NEW HOPE M. B. Church, 4255 W. Division, at 7 p.m..  We support Bishop 
Stevenson’s efforts to create a united spiritual response to the crisis of violence in our 
community!  Join us!! 
 

VIGIL AT HADDON AND KILDARE—TUESDAY,  AUGUST 11 AT 6 P.M.!! 
 
 

mailto:Maria.Chavero@chicagopolice.org
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HADDON STREET AND KILDARE AVENUE VIGIL!! 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 18 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ first vigil at the corner of Kildare and Haddon drew many 
residents from Haddon and friends from West Humboldt Park, bringing us together as we 
seek a coordinated response from our churches to the violence which continues to plague 
our community.  Linn Williams, Assistant Pastor at NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH, 4247 
W. Division, quoted from the book of Ezekiel, asking that those who have fallen from the 
righteous path with “hearts of stone” be moved by the spirit to have a “heart of flesh”. 
 
 Joquile Lyons, a young woman who works at the Community Center at New Hope, 
said that it was her ambition to open a dance studio of her own, someday.  She said that her 
area of interest is “praise dancing”, a dance which comes from the church, something like 
gospel music does.  Mary Edwards, a member of THE WORD WORKS CHURCH, 4118 
W. Division, said that this dance was popular within her congregation. 
 
 Don, a member of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3709 W. Grand, spoke 
of the need for all of us to “give respect, to get respect”.  Jaclyn and Matt Latourelle, 
residents of Kamerling, spoke of work that they do in Austin with The Helping Hand, a 
program to tutor young children.  Antwan McHenry, a board member of NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS and administrator at PARK WEST ACADEMY, said that school funding 
for after school tutoring programs have been slashed, making the tutoring issue all the 
more urgent.   
 
 11th District CAPS Officer Moore, and her assistant Natalie, came to the vigil, and 
urged residents to attend the Beat 1111 monthly meeting, held the first Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at PICCOLO SCHOOL.  John Campos, organizer for the 11th District, 
said that he was raised in Austin, and went around the world for a few years before coming 
back, in order, in the words of Gandhi, to “be the change you want to see”.  Regarding 
violence, John said that poverty is not the main reason for it:  poor communities in many 
other parts of the world do not suffer from this affliction as we do, in this city, and in this 
country.  Those who want to organize block clubs should contact John at 
john.campos@chicagopolice.org  
 
 We will reach out to residents and particularly to churches over the coming week to 
join us at our next vigil, next Tuesday, at the same time and place.  We will plan to have a 
march, the following week, led by church leaders, around the neighborhood.  James, from 
MISSION OF CHRIST CHURCH, 1345 N. Karlov, led us in closing prayer.  We said a 
prayer for Doug Bostic, former president of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, who was hospitalized 
this week with a severe allergic reaction. 
 

JOIN US ON TUESDAY AUGUST 18 AT 6 P.M. AT HADDON AND KILDARE!! 
 
 

mailto:john.campos@chicagopolice.org
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HADDON STREET AND KILDARE AVENUE!! 
 

TUESDAY AUGUST 25 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ second vigil at the corner of Kildare and Haddon opened 
with prayer by Antwan McHenry, a resident of the 4200 block of Hirsch, who offered 
thanks for all who come out to bring the community together.  Antwan is an administrator 
at PARK WEST ACADEMY, and spoke of the efforts of NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ new 
Executive Director, Cedric McCay, to organize a tutoring program for the coming school 
year.  Those interested in having their children tutored, or in volunteering to help, can 
contact Antwan at (773) 727-0170.   
 
 John Campos, Community Organizer for the 11th District, was thanked for recent 
police actions at the southwest corner of Division and Keeler, which has brought a respite 
from the continuous loitering there over the past few months.  The 1100 block of Keeler 
and the 1200 block of Springfield will have their annual block parties this Saturday, 
August 23, so the peace and quiet is most welcome.   
 
 Deacon Carr of the NEW HOPE M.B. CHURCH, 4247 W. Division, welcomed all in 
attendance, and invited them to the tent revival held in the lot behind the church all this 
week.  Geno, another parishioner, said that he was present to “make a difference in the 
lives” of those he meets; Anthony, an eighteen-year-old who plays drums and keyboard, 
will provide music for the event. 
 
 Krystal Robledo, the new youth outreach coordinator for PARENTS FOR PEACE 
AND JUSTICE, brought her five-year-old daughter, Kianna.  Krystal spoke of the 
volunteer work she does at the RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3709 W. Grand, 
which provides a safe haven for young people from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday nights.  A 
young mother of three, Krystal is a natural leader, and received a round of applause from 
the group for her inspirational work. 
 
 An artist for The People’s Tribune, Andy Willis, invited those interested to attend a 
monthly discussion group at FIRST LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 3500 W. 
Fullerton Avenue, the next meeting of which will be Friday, August 28, at 6:30 p.m.  Andy 
brought a copy of a book he is reading, The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Williams, an 
indictment of the present national policy of mass incarceration of the American underclass. 
 
 Bishop James Stevenson of NEW HOPE M.B. CHURCH thanked all for 
participating and asked for healing in the community.  He expressed the hope that our 
actions, our work, might serve the greater glory of the Lord. 
 
 All are invited to our third and final action on this corner next Tuesday. 
 

JOIN US!!  HADDON AND KILDARE ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 AT 7 P.M.!! 
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DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE VIGIL!! 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 29 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ third and final vigil at the corner of Kildare and Haddon 
was attended by many directly touched by the violence which has afflicted West Humboldt 
Park recently, and for whom Antwan McHenry, an administrator at PARK WEST 
ACADEMY, offered hope in his opening prayer.  Antwan has reached out to NEW HOPE 
M.B. CHURCH, 4347 W. Division, the pastor of which, Bishop James Stevenson, has 
shown great hospitality and commitment in addressing the challenges of this community, as 
have many members of his congregation. 
  
 Over the past month NOBEL NEIGHBORS has been reaching out to churches in 
the neighborhood, as we seek to build a coalition with a collective response to violence.  
Many who came spoke of the spiritual element of their work in repairing the torn social 
fabric, locally and nationally. 
 
       Krystal Rubledo, who volunteers for the RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
3709 W. Grand, urged all to attend the CPD 25th District Beat 2534 meeting which will be 
held at NORTH/GRAND HIGH SCHOOL, 4338 W. Wabansia, at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, August 26.  John Campos, organizer for the 11th District, invited all to the 
Beat 1111 meeting next Tuesday, September 1, at PICCOLO ELEMENTARY 
SPECIALTY SCHOOL, 1040 N. Keeler.   
 
 Robert Torres and Elizabeth Ramirez, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
spoke of their recent work with mothers in the Englewood Community on the south side, 
who have gone onto the street corners in a successful effort to reduce violence.  Jose and 
Joscelyn Rueda spoke movingly of their son and little brother, respectively, Jossean Rueda, 
of the 1100 block of N. Harding, who was murdered in early June of this year.  Jossean was 
19 years old. 
 
 Bill Smiljanich, a board member of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, read a list of those 
murdered in the neighborhood over the past year.  The most recent victim, Clevon Polk, 
was killed Monday on the corner of Keeler and Division, within a few yards of Natalie and 
her two daughters, ages 6 and 8.  She cried as spoke of her fear in that moment.  There was 
also a man shot on this same corner last Saturday night. 
 
 Loitering on the southwest corner of Division and Keeler, in and around the corner 
store, has brought this violence.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will ask the 25th and 11th District to 
stop this loitering, and to ask the store owners to hire a security guard to keep this loitering 
stopped.  Those who loiter on the SOUTHWEST CORNER OF DIVISION AND KEELER, 
IN AND AROUND THE CORNER STORE, have asked for the attention of the police and 
alderman.  Now, they have it. 
 

JOIN US AT KEELER AND DIVISION, AUGUST 29, 7 P.M.! 
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DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE VIGIL!! 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5 AT 7 P.M. 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ vigil at the corner of Keeler and Division was held last 
Saturday under light rain showers but still brought out many from around West Humboldt 
Park to address the issue of loitering on this corner, loitering which has led to predictable 
violence.  Recent violence has included a shooting on this corner on Saturday, August 22, 
and a murder on this same corner on Monday, August 24.  The victim was a young resident 
of Flornoy Avenue, Clevon Polk, who attended Park West Academy a few years ago and 
was known to some of us. 
 
 At the Beat 2534 meeting, held at North/Grand High School last Wednesday, 
August 26, Beat Officers Skorski and Worzinski addressed the issue of loitering, which 
greatly increases the risk of violence.  Violence has already occurred at Division and 
Keeler, and the risk of violence is increasing at the corner of Karlov and Potomac, where 
loitering has increased significantly in recent weeks.  25th District CAPS Officer Mike 
Madona encouraged residents to call in any suspicious behavior, and to ask that the hot 
spot be designated by the Police Superintendent as a “gang loitering area”. 
 
 Jim Lundeen, a resident of Kamerling, led us in opening prayer.  Jim prayed not 
just for the numerous victims of the recent violence, but also for those here who have lost 
their way, and need options.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS has been reaching out to area 
churches this summer, including MISSION OF CHRIST CHURCH, 1345 N. Karlov, which 
will hold a back-to-school picnic on Sunday, August 30, open to all, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3709 W. Grand, which offers tutoring to 
students at Cameron Grammar School, and NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH, 4247 W. 
Division, which has a community center which provides day care for working mothers, 
among other services.  For those who are in need of help, any of these churches are an 
excellent place to find it. 
 
 Dela, a resident of Keeler Avenue, described the block party held on the 1100 block 
last Saturday, August 22.  Willie May, a resident of W. Haddon, said that she had come to 
the vigil out of concern for the safety of her grandchildren, one of whom came with her.  
Kathleen, a resident of Crystal, said that the vigil was one way for neighbors to work 
cooperatively in the face of this tragic loss of life.  As we spoke, officers of Beat 1111 came 
by, and we thanked them for their presence. 
 
 Bishop James Stevenson, pastor of NEW HOPE M. B. CHURCH, 4255 W. Division, 
said that we must try to communicate better with all friends and residents, to spread the 
word about the troubles here and our efforts to address them.  Bishop Stevenson led 
closing prayer, with hope that our efforts will not be in vain. 
 

JOIN US AT KEELER AND DIVISION ON SEPTEMBER 5!! 
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DIVISION STREET AND KEELER AVENUE 
 

BIG IMPROVEMENT ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER!! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ second vigil at the corner of Keeler and Division was held 
last Saturday, September 5, as part of a continuing effort to discourage loitering in and 
around the store on the southwest corner of this intersection.  This loitering, and the drug 
dealing which such loitering attracts, has led to recent violence here which has included a 
shooting on Saturday, August 22, and a murder of a West Humboldt Park neighbor, 
Clevon Polk, the following Monday, August 24.   
 
 As a result of increased cooperation between residents and the 11th and 25th Police 
Districts, loitering on the southwest corner of Division and Keeler has decreased 
dramatically.  Doug Bostic, former NOBEL NEIGHBORS president, gave thanks for this 
victory in his opening prayer.  Those who observe any who begin to loiter here again 
should call 911, anonymously, by use of their cell phones. 
 
 Jim Lundeen, a resident of Kamerling, spoke of the community clean-up held 
earlier that same morning, of the Potomac Gardens, located at the corner of Potomac and 
Karlov.  This community garden, built by NOBEL NEIGHBORS over twenty years ago 
and maintained by residents of the neighborhood since then, is of course in need of regular 
upkeep.  At the suggestion of local residents and the NOBEL NEIGHBORS board, Robin 
Klein of Neighbor Space, which now owns the garden, succeeded in bringing out many to 
trim bushes and cut grass, assisted by Raquel, a community organizer who works with 
Bickerdyke redevelopment. 
 
 The northeast corner of Potomac and Karlov is a location where youth from outside 
neighborhoods come to loiter; the trimming of the bushes and trees was done not only to 
beautify, but to identify hiding spots where drugs might be temporarily stashed before sale 
to pedestrians or passing cars.  The clean-up is also a reminder to residents that this is their 
corner, their garden, their neighborhood; it is therefore their responsibility to clean it, to 
maintain it, to keep it safe.  
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS wishes to thank the 11th and 25th Police Districts, 
particularly the 11th District, for the recent increase in police presence which has kept the 
southwest corner of Division and Keeler quiet.  NOBEL NEIGHBORS  wishes to 
thank the 11th and 25th Police Districts, particularly the 25th District, for its support in 
keeping the Potomac Gardens safe for residents to enjoy. 
 
 School starts this Tuesday, September 8!  NOBEL NEIGHBORS will be offering a 
tutoring program this fall, starting at PARK WEST ACADEMY.  Those interested in 
enrolling their children, or in volunteering to help teach children, should contact NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS Executive Director, Cedric McKay, at (847) 859-9452, or NOBEL 
NEIGHBORS Board member and PARK WEST administrator, Antwan McHenry, at 
(773) 669-5054. 
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POTOMAC AND KARLOV CLEAN-UP!! 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 FROM NOON TO 2 P.M.!! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ second clean-up of the Potomac Gardens is planned for this 
Saturday, September 19, at 12 noon.  Refreshments will be provided!! 
 
 Our last event at the Potomac Gardens was held on Saturday, September 5, with the 
participation of NEIGHBOR SPACE, the organization that now owns the Gardens which 
NOBEL  NEIGHBORS created in 1993.  Residents joined with volunteers from around 
West Humboldt Park to cut grass, trim trees and bushes, and to have a good time 
generally.   
 
 Cedric McKay, the new Executive Director of NOBEL NEIGHBORS, is organizing 
this event, and will have information there about the tutoring program that we are 
organizing for the benefit of children throughout the neighborhood.  Those who wish to 
volunteer or to get more information about the program can reach Cedric at (847) 859-
9452. 
 
 As neighbors are aware, there has been a substantial decrease in the loitering on the 
southwest corner of Division and Keeler.  This is great news!  The quiet has come as a 
result of neighbors calling 911 consistently to report any loitering that they see in and 
around the corner store there, and also in and around the gated area fifteen yards south of 
the corner along Keeler.  Congratulations to the Keeler Block Club, in particular, for their 
continuing success in reclaiming this corner. 
 
 As neighbors are also aware, however, there were two shootings on the 4100 block of 
W. Potomac at 7 p.m. last Saturday, September 12.  No one was killed, but a man and a 
woman were wounded.  This violence must stop! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS will hold a vigil to draw attention to the violence on this 
corner, and the recent violence on the 4100 block of West Potomac in particular, next 
Tuesday, September 22, at 7 p.m..  Neighbors who see suspicious activity on the 4100 block 
of W. Potomac, or on the 100 yards of Karlov Avenue between Potomac and Crystal Street 
are urged to inform authorities immediately.  The best way to do this is to call 911 on a cell 
phone, anonymously.  
 
 If the 1100 block of N. Keeler can effectively address violence, the 4100 block of W. 
Potomac can address violence.  One big step towards doing this is to create a block club.  
Maria Chavero, an organizer for the 25th District CAPS office, can assist neighbors in 
getting started, and beginning with a phone tree to report suspicious activity.  Maria can be 
contacted at Maria.Chavero@chicagopolice.org.  
 

JOIN US IN THE POTOMAC GARDENS!! 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, AT NOON!! 

mailto:Maria.Chavero@chicagopolice.org
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KEELER AND CRYSTAL VIGIL!! 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 

 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ vigil to call attention to the recent violence on the 4100 
block of W. Potomac and the west side of the 1200 block of N. Karlov was held last 
Tuesday, September 22, at the corner of Karlov and Potomac.  Several new neighbors 
attended, bringing some good news and some news which was not so good.  Antwan 
McHenry, a member of the NOBEL NEIGHBORS board, led us in an opening prayer in 
which he asked us all for the resolve to move forward. 
 
 Jim Lundeen, a resident of Kamerling for the past 17 years, spoke of the clean-up of 
the community gardens at Potomac and Karlov held this past Saturday, September 19, 
with the participation of Robin Klein and others from NEIGHBOR SPACE, the nonprofit 
organization which maintains this vital resource.  They were joined by volunteers from 
around the neighborhood, enjoying homemade ice cream produced by Bill Smiljanich’s 
ten-year-old son!  Bushes were trimmed, flowers planted, and the lawn mown—and a good 
time had by all. 
 
 Rose Rodriguez attended the Tuesday vigil with her grandson Aaron, wearing his 
superman shirt.  She moved here three years ago from Lincoln Park, but says that she 
hears gunshots with regularity near the corner of Hirsch and Kildare.  Victoria Gonzalez, a 
resident of Hirsch and administrator at PARK WEST ACADEMY, said that she heard 
them also.  Antwan is the new coordinator for Beat 2534, and was asked to bring this up at 
the Beat meeting next month.  Don Kuss, of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, led 
us in a closing prayer for peace. 
 
 As residents may be aware, there was another murder at the corner of Keeler and 
Division, on Saturday, September 19, at 6 p.m.  The victim this time was an innocent by-
stander, Mike, a well-respected and well-liked neighbor, a resident of the 4300 block of 
Crystal. 
 
 THIS MURDER WAS THE SECOND MURDER AT DIVISION AND KEELER IN 
LESS THAN ONE MONTH.  
 

            NOBEL NEIGHBORS asks our Alderman, Ms. Emma Mitts, to request that 
this very violent corner be designated as a “gang loitering area” so that residents can feel 
safe when they walk to the store.  Loitering and violence is presently concentrated at and 
near where the alley meets the street between Division and Crystal on Keeler.  Residents 
are urged to call Alderman Mitts at (773) 379-0960.  Residents should also contact our State 
Senator, Patricia Van Pelt Watkins, at (312) 888-9191, and our State Representative, Pamela 
Reaves-Harris, at (312) 877-5074, to ask them to STOP THE LOITERING between Division and 
Crystal before there is another murder. 

JOIN OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TO STOP LOITERING!! 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, AT 6:30 P.M. AT KEELER AND CRYSTAL!! 
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NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ KEELER AND CRYSTAL VIGIL!! 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ first vigil to memorize a neighbor and to call for an end to 
the loitering, which led to the drug sales, which led to the violence on the 1200 block of 
North Keeler was held last Tuesday, September 29.  Many residents came, and were joined 
by 25th District Beat Officers Sosa and Wallace and 37th Ward Alderman Emma Mitts.  
Jose Rueda, a neighbor from the 1100 block of N. Harding whose own nineteen-year-old 
son, Jossean, was murdered by gangbangers last June, led us in opening prayer.  He asked 
that the aspirations of us all find fulfillment. 
 
       Several offered testimonials to the life of Zika Urosevic, known as Mike, an innocent 
Crystal Street resident who was murdered by gangbangers on the 1200 block of North 
Keeler on Saturday afternoon, September 19.  Ms. Penn said that Mike was always a 
helpful person, more worried about others than about himself.  Leonard, who spoke to 
“Big Mike”, as he called him, less than an hour before he died, told how Mike liked to 
collect antique furniture and doors.  All agreed that he will be sorely missed, and we 
paused for a moment of silence in his memory. 
 

Robert Torres, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, spoke of the efforts of 
his organization to address the causes of violence, one of which is a lack of employment.  
Young people seeking work can contact Robert on his webpage or call him at (773) 457-
9760. 

 
Nina, a new arrival to the neighborhood, said that she had been burglarized 

recently, and had joined the gathering to see what she could do to address insecurity in the 
neighborhood.  Victoria, an administrator at PARK WEST ACADEMY, who moved to 
Hirsch Avenue three years ago, empathized with her concerns.  Officer Wallace told her, 
and told all present, that the police need neighbors to call 911 whenever they see a crime or 
suspicious activity, such as loitering on this corner. 

 
Alderman Mitts said that our young people need jobs, but they also need spiritual 

guidance; in a word, she said, they need Jesus.  Jesus, she said, is a forgiving God, but we 
can’t blame Him, any more than we can blame the police or the alderman, if we ourselves 
don’t try.  Alderman Mitts led us all in a prayer of thanksgiving, encouraging all to involve 
themselves in this spiritual struggle, and telling us that the world is His, whole and entire. 

 
This issue is simple, as simple as 1-2-3.  Loitering leads to drug sales, drug sales 

leads to violence.  THERE HAVE BEEN TWO MURDERS AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
KEELER AND DIVISION WITHIN THE LAST MONTH:  ANY LOITERING HERE 
MUST BE REPORTED!!  Neighbors are encouraged to inform our elected officials of this 
problem, including State Senator Patricia Van Pelt Watkins, at (312) 888-9191, and our 
State Representative, Pamela Reaves-Harris, at (312) 877-5074.  Residents are encouraged 
to call these numbers! 
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NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ VIGIL AT KEELER AND CRYSTAL  
 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ second vigil to commemorate the life of Zika Urosevic was 
held last Tuesday, October 6, at the corner of Crystal and Keeler.  Mr. Urosevic, known as 
Mike, was a resident of Crystal street who was murdered September 19 by gangbangers 
who loiter and sell drugs on the 1200 block of North Keeler, on the east side of the street 
where the alley meets the street between Division and Crystal.  Mike was the second person 
murdered at this intersection within one month.  Clevon Polk, a young neighbor who was a 
graduate of NORTH PARK ACADEMY, was murdered at this same location on August 24.  
Antwan McHenry, a board member of NOBEL NEIGHBORS and resident of Hirsch led 
us in opening prayer, saying that “there can only be darkness where there is no light.” 
 
 George McKinley, an assistant to Alderman Emma Mitts, was thanked for the new 
sidewalk now under construction on the west side of the 1200 block of Keeler which the 
Alderman helped to facilitate.  Betty Fletcher, a coordinator for the Alderman, urged 
residents to call the Alderman at (773) 379-0960.  The important thing, she said, is to make 
a difference:  the sidewalk is one such small positive change. 
 
 Jose Rueda, who lost a teenage son, Jossean, to violence this past June, said that one 
change that is needed is a much greater control on the illegal sale of guns, with more 
penalties and stricter enforcement, much as Police Superintendent McCarthy and Mayor 
Emanuel have called for since the beginning of this violent summer.  His daughter, Jocelyn, 
and four-year-old granddaughter, Mirada, came with him.  Residents thanked the 25th 
District for increased patrols and arrests here. 
 
 Krystal Rubledo, resident of Crystal and Youth Outreach Coordinator for 
PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, spoke of her efforts to build a sibling support 
network for young people, such as Jocelyn, who have lost brothers and sisters to violence.  
Her organization will be holding a major community outreach event on October 24, at 
NEWLIFE CHURCH, 5100 W. Diversey, which will address many different aspects of this 
societal challenge, from economic (job opportunities) to educational (better training) to 
emotional (counseling for the many who have suffered loss and trauma) to spiritual.  Those 
interested can contact Krystal or Robert Torres at (773) 457-9760. 

 
A resident of Keeler, Krista Dutt, was in attendance, as was Don Kuss, an activist 

and member of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, who led us in closing prayer.  He 
spoke of his own childhood, one of relative safety, and asked that we allow “children to be 
children, free from violence.” 

 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR LAST VIGIL ON OCTOBER 13!! 
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VIGIL AT KEELER AND DIVISION  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 

 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ third weekly vigil in memory of Zika Urosevic was held on 
Tuesday, October 13 at the corner of Crystal and Keeler.  The 1200 block of Keeler is the 
location where Mr. Urosevic, known as Mike, a resident of Crystal Street, was murdered 
by gangbangers who loiter and sell drugs in and around the corner store on the southwest 
corner of Division and Keeler.  This was the second murder of a local resident by 
gangbangers on this block in the last two months.  Antwan McHenry, board member of 
NOBEL NEIGHBORS, led us in opening prayer, asking for the inspiration to keep us 
“organized, passionate and focused.” 
 
      Several residents from the 1200 block of Keeler spoke up to say that illegal activity 
at the corner of Crystal and Keeler has declined significantly in recent weeks, as a 
consequence of increased patrols by the 25th District and camera surveillance here.  Calvin 
spoke eloquently of the spirit of communion which he felt these vigils provided.  His wife, 
who is unemployed, was given the telephone number of Robert Torres, of PARENTS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE:  (773) 457-9760.  This organization is helpful to those in search of 
employment. 
 
 Krystal Rublado, youth coordinator for PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
who came with her three small children and her fiancé, Edwin Martinez, showed off the 
ring on her finger, and announced their engagement.  Krystal and her children have 
faithfully attended many vigils over the past year, and Krystal thanked Edwin for his 
support, without which she would not have been able to assume the leadership role that she 
has.  Others echoed this sentiment, that the vigils are useful as a means to get to know each 
other.  Maia Mardon, a fourth-grader at NORTH PARK ACADEMY who was wearing a 
#Capturelove sweater shared her ambition with the group:  to become an astronaut! 
 
 Antwan announced that NOBEL NEIGHBORS will have a Halloween party for 
children this Friday, October 16, at 5:30 p.m. at the Potomac Gardens at the corner of 
Potomac and Karlov.  Kids should come in costume, and parents bring their own lawn 
chairs! 
 
 As the vigil drew to a close, six or seven gunshots rang out from the southwest 
corner of Division and Keeler, where gangbangers had been loitering in and around the 
corner store.  No one was injured or killed—this time.  This continuing violence shows 
urgent need of attention to this corner, and to this store. 
 
 We need two things:  a security guard for this store, and video surveillance for this 
corner.  Residents will be asked to sign a petition to compel this store to provide security.  
Residents should call Alderman Emma Mitts at (773) 379-0960 to urge her to speak to the 
store owners directly. 
 

JOIN US TO TAKE BACK OUR CORNER NEXT TUESDAY!! 
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VIGIL AT KEELER AND DIVISION  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 

 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ weekly vigil at the corner of Division and Keeler was held 
on Tuesday, October 20, with many friends and neighbors in attendance.  This was 
followed the next day, at the same intersection, with a much larger gathering at which free 
dinners were distributed by Arielle Maldonado and Krystal Rublado of PARENTS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE, with more than 100 friends and neighbors present, some coming 
from various parts of the city.  Ruben Escobar Pepin, of the YOUNG LEADERS 
ALLIANCE in Humboldt Park, and Pastor Dwayne L. Grant of Xperience Church in 
Englewood offered inspirational words at this second event. 
 
         Don Kuss, an activist and member of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
3709 W. Grand, led us in opening prayer, offering thanks for our coming together at this 
corner, which has seen so much violence.  Maria Chavero, organizer for the 25th District, 
passed out flyers for those interested in creating phone trees or block clubs (more info at 
CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org).  Marguerita Rios, a student at a technical college 
and resident of Kamerling, came to express her support, and Jan Lundeen, a longtime 
neighbor, spoke of her work as a volunteer to teach reading to kindergarten students at 
NOBEL SCHOOL. 
 
     Antwan McHenry, the 2534 Beat Facilitator, spoke of the success of a Halloween 
event sponsored by NOBEL NEIGHBORS and organized by Victoria Gonzalez, an 
administrator at nearby WEST PARK ACADEMY.  This was held in the Potomac 
Gardens at the corner of Potomac and Karlov, a community park managed by 
NEIGHBOR SPACE, last Friday, October 16.  With donations of popcorn from Logan 
Theatre, over 50 kids in costume gathered with their parents to watch movies and to trick 
or treat!  Coming together in this way, Antwan told us, is not that difficult or expensive:  it 
only takes a little planning and effort.  Ranzi and Kus Imak, owners of the store on the 
southwest corner of Division and Keeler, passed out water to those attending the vigil on 
this warm night, and 2534 Beat officers Sosa and Wallace were stationed at the corner to 
provide security.  Arielle Maldonado encouraged all present to come back the following 
day. 
 
      Krystal Rublado, Youth Coordinator for PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
started distributing sandwiches to young people and neighbors starting at 5 p.m. the next 
afternoon, inviting everyone to a community PEACEFEST, scheduled for October 24th, 
from noon to 7 p.m., at 5100 W. Diversey.  Gail, a neighbor who has attended many vigils, 
came by; Andy Willis, an artist for THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE, distributed copies of his 
newspaper; Pastor Grant told how he had pushed a coffin around the streets of Englewood 
in an effort to draw attention to the terrible violence there.  This gathering was unusual, 
however, for the lack of speeches; this common meal was primarily an opportunity for all 
present to relax, take pictures, and share a moment of fellowship. 
 

JOIN US AT DIVISION AND KEELER NEXT TUESDAY!! 
 

mailto:CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org
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VIGIL AT KEELER AND DIVISION A BIG SUCCESS!! 
 
 NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ last weekly vigil at the corner of Division and Keeler was 
held on Tuesday, October 27 in a light rain, the remnants of the giant Hurricane Patricia, 
which hit Mexico last weekend.  This was our sixth consecutive Tuesday vigil, at our third 
location in the neighborhood since we started our most recent series of vigils on September 
22 at Potomac and Karlov.   Among those present were George McKinley, who represents 
Alderman Emma Mitts office, and Sergeant Fico and Officer Traynor of the 25th District 
CAPS office, and John Campos, organizer for the 11th District.  Jim Lundeen, a longtime 
resident of West Humboldt Park, led the opening prayer, invoking Christ the Redeemer. 
 
      Mr. McKinley agreed to forward neighbors’ request for a camera to be installed on 
this corner and at the corner of Potomac and Karlov, which continues to be the scene of 
loitering and drug sales.  He suggested that residents with concerns call him at (773) 710-
5985, or send the alderman a message at emits@cityofchicago.org.  Participants thanked 
the police of the 11th and 25th Districts for their continued efforts at this intersection, 
though drug sales continue on the 1200 block of Keeler at the alley between Division and 
Crystal on the east side of the street, at the very spot where gangbangers murdered Zika 
Urosevic, known as Mike, an innocent well-known and well-liked neighbor, on Saturday, 
September 19, at 6 p.m.  Mike lived less than one block away, on Crystal Street. 
 
      No arrest has yet been made in Mike’s murder.  Residents with information 
regarding this crime are urged to call police.  Residents urge the police to actively pursue 
investigation of this murder until Mike’s killers are brought to justice. 
 
      Don Kuss spoke of positive comments he had received from members of Operation 
P.U.S.H. for the determination, the persistence, and the public nature of these protests.  
Don brought Sung, a consultant from downtown and member of the RIVER CITY 
COMMUNITY CHURCH on Grand Avenue to stand in solidarity with us.  Virginia 
Daniel, a member of UNION OF NATIONS church on Division Street, said that when those 
who have made mistakes ask for forgiveness, we should grant it.  We wished Doug Bostic, 
who suffers with a swollen right leg, better health. 
 
      Antwan McHenry, an administrator at PARK WEST ACADEMY, said that too 
many neighbors expect “salvation from outside”—from the Alderman, from the Mayor, 
from the President.  These vigils are about taking back our own corners, ourselves, Antwan 
said, with help from our partners and friends from inside and outside the neighborhood.  
Bill Smiljanich, NOBEL NEIGHBORS board member, said that now is the time, as we 
move now from weekly summer vigils to monthly winter vigils in November through 
March, to evaluate our progress, and to assess the best path forward.  Jim Lundeen agreed, 
quoting scripture: 
   

To every thing there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the heaven. 

 
 

mailto:emits@cityofchicago.org
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NOBEL NEIGHBORS VIGIL AT KILDARE AND HIRSCH 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 AT 6:30 P.M.!! 

 
 On Tuesday, November 3, Arielle Maldonado and Krystal Rublado of PARENTS 
FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE organized a community meal at the corner of Division and 
Keeler, the site of several murders since August, and a point of continuing loitering and 
drug sales, particularly the sale of cigarettes.  This gathering was a great success, with over 
100 neighbors and their children coming together with a broad coalition of police and 
community groups to call for an end to the loitering and drug sales which foster this 
violence. 
 
       This was the second such gathering that PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 
has organized on this corner within the past month.  Many brought a message of hope to 
these meetings.  Booney McFowler, a Street Intervention Specialist who reaches out to 
youth at risk, works for BUILD, a group based in Austin.  Present at the first meal on 
October 21 were Andy Willis, an artist for THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE, from Logan 
Square, Ruben Escobar Pepin, of the YOUNG LEADERS ALLIANCE in Humboldt Park, 
and Pastor Dwayne L. Grant of Xperience Church, in Englewood; others came to the 
second meal, on November 3, including Pastor Grant’s daughter, Angel, and Mark Walsh, 
Campaign Director of the ILLINOIS COUNCIL AGAINST HANDGUN VIOLENCE. 
 
 Members of area churches have joined with police from the 25th and the 11th 
Districts over the past year in vigils at various hot spots throughout the West Humboldt 
Park neighborhood.  Don Kuss, Kyle O’Neill and Pastor Dan Hill, of RIVER CITY 
COMMUNITY CHURCH, 3709 W. Grand, have spoken at the corner of Karlov and 
Potomac; Bishop James Stevenson, Jr., of the NEW HOPE M.B. CHURCH, 4259 W. 
Division, has offered inspirational words at the corners of Kildare and Crystal, and at 
Haddon and Kildare; James Groas and Toi Banks, he a fine organist and she a talented 
singer from MISSION OF CHRIST CHURCH, 1345 N. Karlov, have led us in spirituals at 
the corner of Grand and Springfield. 
 
 Now we gather to commemorate the life of another innocent community resident, 
Felix McGhee, murdered by gangbangers at the corner of Kildare and Hirsch at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, November 6,  less than 500 yards from PARK WEST ACADEMY.  Residents will 
join groups and churches and invited guest 26th Ward Alderman Robert Maldonado to call 
for an end to the loitering on this corner, which leads to the violence on this corner.  
Anyone with information about this crime is asked to speak to the police anonymously by 
cell phone at 911 or to contact 25th District CAPS Sergeant Christina Fico at 
CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org.   
 
      Neighbors can reach out to 26th Ward Alderman Robert Maldonado at (773) 395-
0143.  Let the Alderman know that we need this corner free from loitering so that our 
children can walk to school safely!! 
 

JOIN US AT KILDARE AND HIRSCH AT 6: 30 PM, NOVEMBER 17! 
 

mailto:CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org
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NOBEL NEIGHBORS CHRISTMAS CAROLLING 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 6 P.M.!! 

AT THE POTOMAC GARDENS,  
CORNER OF POTOMAC AND KARLOV 

 
 Over 60 people gathered for a vigil to commemorate the life of Felix McGhee, 
known as Andre, at the corner of Hirsch and Kildare on Tuesday, November 17.  Pastor 
Rueben Escobar, of the YOUNG LEADERS ALLIANCE, offered an opening prayer, in 
which he called for unity among us, urging all to reach out to our troubled youth and to 
each other.  We are made in Christ’s image, he said, not in our bodies, but in our hearts. 
 
       Many members of the McGhee family attended, and recalled Andre as a fun-loving, 
affectionate presence in their lives, and in the neighborhood, for many years.  Antwan 
McHenry, a resident of Hirsch and administrator at nearby PARK WEST ACADEMY, 
recalled playing basketball with Andre’s children.  Marisa Ayala, a teacher at PARK 
WEST, brought a guitar and played How Great is Our God.  Marcus, Andre’s younger 
brother, spoke of the pain he was feeling; his daughter, Jasmine, graciously thanked all 
neighbors for their kind words. 
 
      Jose Rueda, and his daughter Jocelyn, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, 
offered their condolences, and spoke of their own loss, that of Jossean, son and brother to 
them.  This sentiment, this loss, was shared by many, including the Magil family:  Lleni 
Magil related the recent murder of her younger brother, and spoke on behalf of her 
parents, who were also present.   
 
     Bridgette Gators, a resident of Hirsch, said that she had come to “take back our 
neighborhood”, and Inez Carlson, of Kildare, said that she wanted “see what I can do” to 
stop the violence.  Mohammad Abuhleh, owner of the store at the corner of Hirsch and 
Kildare, offered his condolences to the McGhee family on behalf of his own family.  25th 
District CAPS Officer Chris Traynor told residents that such vigils are effective, and have 
been useful throughout this summer at various locations, including the corners of Division 
and Keeler, and at Potomac and Karlov.  Victoria Gonzalez, a resident of Hirsch, who 
came with her six-year-old son, Aaron, spoke of the NOBEL NEIGHBORS Halloween 
Party which she organized in the gardens at this corner.  She said that she hoped an Easter 
event could be held there in the spring. 
 
      NOBEL NEIGHBORS has held dozens of vigils this year in our neighborhood—on 
Kildare alone we stood at Crystal in July, at Haddon in August, and at Hirsch in 
November.  In December, we hope to gather in a spirit of fellowship for our second annual 
caroling event, to be held on Tuesday, December 15, at 6 p.m.     
 

JOIN NEIGHBORS IN THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 
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COOKIES AND CHRISTMAS TOYS, COATS AND BOOKS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 FROM 1-3 P.M.!! 

AT THE CORNER OF PULASKI AND DIVISION 
 
 Neighbors gathered in the Potomac Gardens last Tuesday, December 15, for an 
evening of caroling and communion, drinking hot chocolate provided by Jim and Jan 
Lundeen from Kamerling, joining hands with old friends and new ones to celebrate the old 
year and ring in the new in NOBEL NEIGHBORS’ annual event. 
 
 The gardens were created in 1994 by NOBEL NEIGHBORS from vacant land left 
after demolition of a tavern, and have been maintained over the years by residents of 
Potomac Avenue and by NEIGHBORSPACE, which recently trimmed the trees and bushes 
in preparation for winter.  Potomac residents were joined by Kyle O’Neil, his wife and 
children, members of RIVER CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH, from Crystal Street, and 
Jose Rueda and his grandchildren, from Harding Street.  Many others attended, including 
a former teacher at NOBEL GRAMMAR SCHOOL, who recited ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas entirely from memory, for which she was given a rousing round of applause. 
 
   25th District CAPS Officer Chris Traynor spoke of efforts made jointly by residents 
and the CPD to bring greater security to the area near the corner of Hirsch and Kildare, 
where a longtime resident, Andre McGhee, was murdered in the early evening of 
November 6, and where NOBEL NEIGHBORS organized a vigil on November 17.  Beat 
2534 Facilitator Antwan McHenry distributed flyers with contact information for residents 
who want to get involved, here or elsewhere in the Beat.  Residents with security concerns 
can contact 26th Ward Alderman Robert Maldonado at (773) 395-0143, Antwan at 
antwanmchenry@gmail.com, or Officer Traynor at CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org.   
 
   Robert Torres, of PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, spoke of the efforts of 
his organization to make health a specific component of its work, through yoga classes, for 
example, part of an approach which treats violence as much as a public health issue as an 
issue of criminal justice.  Robert spoke of his contact with MOTOROLA corporation, 
which has been helpful in providing a career path out of poverty.  Those interested should 
call Robert at (773) 457-9760. 
 
     Arielle Maldonado described the successful community meal organized by 
PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE at the corner of Pulaski and Division on 
Thursday, December 10 at 3 p.m., at which hot meals were shared.  At the initiative of 
Krystal Robledo, Youth Coordinator, PARENTS FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, there will 
be Christmas Cookies, Toys, Coats and Books offered free on this same corner next 
Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m..  NOBEL NEIGHBORS urges all to come! 
 
JOIN US DECEMBER 19 ON THE CORNER OF PULASKI AND 

DIVISION IN CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS! 
 
 

mailto:antwanmchenry@gmail.com
mailto:CAPS025District@ChicagoPolice.org

